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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER

Reservations & Information
For all SPE GCS topical luncheons and social activities,
please register online at www.spegcs.org. You must
provide your SPE member number to receive member
prices. Guests who have not made a reservation
online will be charged an additional amount at the
door. Walk-ins are not guaranteed admittance.

by Hiep Vu, Shell
2011-12 SPE GCS Chair

The 39th Annual SPE-GCS Golf Tournament
- The Largest Single-Day Golf Tournament in
Texas!

•
•
•

Everybody knows that things have always been
larger in Texas. But did you know that every
year in April, our very own SPE Gulf Coast
Section golf tournament hosts around 1000
golfers in a single-day event, thus making it
THE largest single-day golf tournament in the
great state of Texas? How crazy is that? If the
folks at Guinness ever decide to start keeping tabs on state records, we
would certainly extend them an invitation to join us to make this record
official! For those of you who are new to the Section and who haven’t had
first-hand experience at this wonderful fundraising event, it will be held on
Monday, April 16th, so be sure to mark your calendars.
This social tournament has always been a great venue to catch up with old
friends and network with new ones. As an added bonus to the overall event
experience, there are teams of on-course cookers from our industry’s service
companies to offer all of our participants a wide variety of tasty, tempting
foods that would surely put the strictest of diets to the test! Refreshments
are quite plentiful, and the post-tournament door prizes are legendary. The
ladies from our Auxiliary Committee even offer a supplementary raffle to
give our players another chance to take home a prized possession. In a
nutshell, this tournament offers our members much more than just golf.
Spanning across four unique and well-maintained golf links at the renowned
Kingwood Country Club, a thousand of our members and colleagues will
be enjoying a “leisurely” Monday round of golf while helping our Section
raise the necessary funds to support our worthy scholarship program.
On average, the annual outing generates net revenue of approximately
$50,000 a year for SPE-GCS scholarships. These scholarships are awarded
to our local high school and college students to help them pursue degrees
in petroleum engineering. Our dedicated golf committee always does an
excellent job with balancing expenses and revenue to ensure a quality
tournament experience for all of the event sponsors and participants.
The committee also continues to search for new ways to improve and evolve
the way the tournament is run, especially now that it has grown as much
as it has. From past-tournament lessons, the committee has incorporated
time-saving methods such as using “Par is Your Partner” to speed up
play, lengthening the par 5’s to make them unreachable in 2, reducing the
number of teams starting on par 3’s to limit the backlog, and pre-drawing
door prize winners to expedite the prize distribution. In keeping with this
efficiency mindset, the committee has worked hard with the Kingwood
Country Club in order to bring a new addition for this year’s tournament.
A fifth course, the Forest course, has been included with the normal lineup
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Reservations and cancellations required for all events.
No-shows will be billed.
Walk-ins will be charged extra.

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, and Diner’s
Club are accepted for advance reservations only. The technical
and other opinions expressed by speakers at the Gulf Coast
Section meetings may not have been reviewed by SPE and
do not necessarily reflect the position of SPE, the Gulf Coast
Section, its officers, or members. The only forum for rebuttal
and discussion is during the meeting.

SPE Houston Office

Gulf Coast Section Administrator
Kathy MacLennan
kmaclennan@spe.org
Gulf Coast Section Administrative Asst.
Sharon Harris		
sharris@spe.org
Webmaster
Jonti Bolles

webmaster@spegcs.org
10777 Westheimer Road
Suite 1075
Houston, Texas 77042
Phone 713.779.9595
Fax 713.779.4216

Office hours 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Newsletter Committee
Chairman
Treasurer
Features
Editor

Kim Tran
Manas Gupta
Buddy Woodroof
Regina Eco

For comments, contributions, or delivery problems, contact
gcsnewsletter@spemail.org. The deadline for each issue is
6 weeks before publication on the first of each month. The
SPE Gulf Coast Section newsletter is published eleven times
each program year and is mailed to more than 12,000 SPE
members in Houston.

Advertising
For information on advertising in this newsletter or
on the SPE GCS web site at www.spegcs.org, please
contact Pat Stone, Star Lite Printing, at (281) 530-9711,
starlite1@sbcglobal.net or rstone51@comcast.net.

Change of Address
Society of Petroleum Engineers
Member Services Dept.
P.O. Box 833836
Richardson, Texas 75083-3836
1.800.456.6863
service@spe.org

GCS • April 2012

GENERAL MEETING
CO2 Tertiary Recovery—What We Have
Learned Over the Past 40 Years of
CO2 Injection Into the Permian Basin
Speaker:
			

David Merchant
Merchant Consulting

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Thursday, April 12

Location:
			
			

Petroleum Club
800 Bell Street, 43rd Floor
Houston, TX 77002

Cost:
			
			

$35 per member preregistered
$40 for nonmembers preregistered
Additional $5 for walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Tuesday, April 10

Valet parking is available at the ExxonMobil Building
for $7. If you have special dietary needs, please note
your meal request when you register on-line in the box
labeled “Optional comments for the event planner.”

For the past 40 years, enhanced-oil-recovery (EOR)
projects using carbon dioxide (CO2) have evolved from
a partially understood process filled with uncertainties
to a process based on proven technology and experience.
Unfortunately, that expertise is used only by a limited
number of companies that actually know how to design,
implement, and manage a CO2 EOR flood.

David Merchant is President of Merchant

Consulting, a company specializing in CO2
tertiary oil recovery, reservoir modeling,
and basin study analysis to determine the
next generation of CO2 floods.
He started his career 36 years ago (1976)
with Amoco Production Company evaluating projects in
the Gulf of Mexico, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, and the
Permian Basin of Texas. In 1994 he joined Pennzoil doing the
same type of work.
In 1998, he formed Merchant Consulting. For the past 14
years, his company has provided basin study analyses (dot-todot) across the United States, scoping model predictions for
the next generation of CO2 floods, and reservoir simulation
analyses targeting both conventional and unconventional
CO2-recovery techniques. His clientele ranges from major
oil companies (BP Alternative Energy, BP, Shell, Marathon,
Maersk, etc.) to smaller independent companies (Union
Royalty, POGO, Pure Resources, etc.).
With over 26 years of CO2 experience specializing in tertiary
oil recovery, CO2 sequestration, reservoir modeling, and
basin study analysis, his plans are to pursue EOR and CO2sequestration projects across the globe in areas of the world
that have EOR potential, but lack the CO2 to make the
projects work.

In addition to presenting the history of CO2 flooding in
the Permian Basin, this presentation will summarize what
we have learned, what impact CO2 flooding has on oil
production in the United States, and how it can fill the
energy gap that exists in the 21st century.
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Unlimited Resources
713-502-0981
tiandienergy.com
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continued from page 2
(the Deerwood Club, the Island, the Lake, and the Marsh
courses) in an effort to speed up the play and improve upon
the overall experience of our players. However, there are no
guarantees that there won’t be a team or two that ends up
waiting from time to time, but I hope everybody remembers
that you’re out there to have a good time, enjoy some good
food and good camaraderie, and most importantly, support
a good cause. If you have a novel idea to help make the
tournament better, please be sure to pass it on to a golf
committee member when you see them at the event on April
16th! Good luck and hit ‘em straight!

Advanced Ceramics Make the Difference

April
Board Meeting
The Gulf Coast Section board of directors
meeting will be held from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m.,
Thursday, April 19 at the SPE Houston office,
10777 Westheimer Road, Suite 1075 (77042).
Board meetings are open to any SPE member,
but you must register in advance because seating
space is limited. If you would like to attend, please
register online at www.spegcs.org or contact Sharon
Harris at 713.457.6821 or sharris@spe.org.

Breakthrough sand control technology

Innovative thrust bearings

(714) 384-9488 www.petroceram.com

Ceradyne, Inc.
SPE Newsletter ad
4-color processs
3/31/11

Control With Confidence

SAVING THE PLANET, ONE FRAC AT A TIME

Engineered Prevention, Response & Results
Whether onshore, offshore or underground, Cudd Well Control has
complete solutions for well planning and intervention. As a Qualified Third
Party, we provide the necessary oversight to help you meet NTL-05 and
NTL-06 requirements. Our team of engineering experts will assist you with
a wide range of services, from rig inspections and blowout contingency
planning, to specialized training and modeling. With a proven track record
of success confronting blowouts and problem wells in any environment,
Cudd Well Control is the preferred choice.

Well Control Services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oil Well Firefighters and Blowout Specialists
Well Control & Kick Resolution
Underground Blowouts
Dry Ice/Cryogenic Freeze Services
Hot Tap and Valve Drilling Services
Engineering Services
Rig Inspections
Drilling Plan Enhancements
Blowout Contingency Planning
Specialized Training
Relief Wells
Kick Modeling
Gas Dispersion Modeling
BOEMRE Compliance

Our latest citrus-based hydraulic fracturing chemicals will
revolutionize the way the world thinks about fracturing and
will improve your production.
MTI

FLOTEK

PUMP SERVICES

CESI CHEMICAL
GALLEON TURBECO

TELEDRIFT

For more information contact
cesimkt@flotekind.com
or call
713-849-9911

SPIDLE TURBECO
DRILLING MOTORS

www.cuddwellcontrol.com
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+1.713.849.2769

PETROVALVE

SOONER ENERGY SERVICES
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Monthly Membership Report

Recruiting New SPE Member

Gulf Coast Section
February 2012
Feb-12

SPE-GCS Members
New Members
Reinstated Members

Jan-12

Total

YP(subset)

Total

YP(subset)

11,267

2,032

9,750

1,648

124

39

113

40

12

4

13

5

Transferred to Section

89

39

93

31

Transferred Elsewhere

26

10

23

10

Unpaid

4,037

1,300

5,274

1,580

Student Members

Paid

Unpaid

Paid

Unpaid

Texas A&M

450

UH/Rice

282

317

351

142

87

98

107

HCC

25

15

17

17

Unassigned

12

6

11

6

629

390

443

481

11,896

4,427

10,193

5,755

Total
Total Paid/Unpaid

72.9%

% Paid

63.9%

This month, rather than highlighting one volunteer, we
are highlighting three local SPE members who recently
recruited co-workers to join SPE.
1. Jake Danos is Engineering Manager in charge
of sand control hardware at Schlumberger.
Jake recruited Askhat Turlybayev, a Design for
Reliability Engineer working with and supporting
product development efforts in the Sand Control
Engineering group. According to Jake, “Askhat
approached me enquiring about what local
organizations would provide him access to the
latest news and technology in the oil and gas
industry. My response was: “This is a no-brainer;
you need to join SPE.”
2. Ronald McNeilly is Drilling Solutions Global
Support Manager at National Oilwell Varco. He
recruited one of his direct reports, Scott Joji.
Scott wanted access to technical information
and industry people to help him learn and grow
professionally, and Ron wisely pointed him in the
direction of SPE membership.
3. Carlos Pereira, who also works at National Oilwell
Varco as Coring Manager for Latin America,
recruited one of his coworkers who also hailed
from Venezuela, Teo Rumbos. Carlos told Teo he
had been an SPE member a long, long time and
that SPE was a good way to get technical updates,
find out about new technologies, and keep in touch
with other professionals in the industry. Carlos
told us: “When people move to the U.S., it’s good
to tell them about such organizations and how they
are a good opportunity for the company. I expect
you will see a few more new members in the next
couple of months.”
We encourage you to tell your SPE success story to people
you know who work in the oil and gas industry. If it’s your
very first time to recruit a new SPE member, you will
receive an attractive SPE lapel pin from Headquarters to
wear proudly. “Get a member, get a pin” – like these three
gentlemen just did.

Please renew your SPE membership today!
www.spe.org/join

GCS • April 2012
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STIMULATION MONITORING

AUXILIARY
			

Date & Time:

11:00 a.m.
Friday, April 13

Location:
		
			
			

Steamboat House			
8045 North Sam Houston
Parkway West				
Houston, TX 77064		

Cost:
			
Deadline:
			

$32 (Checks Only, Please)

“To get the most out
of every frac, real-time
near and far ﬁeld monitoring
is a winning combination.”

Noon, Tuesday, April 10
(Deadlines are Firm)

Program:
History of the Heights
			
Anne Sloan
						
Contacts:
Nancy Hill
nancyhill2444@sbcglobal.net
281-435-1619

In unconventional plays, you’re challenged by how to make more gas (or oil)
while reducing costs and meeting environmental parameters. The solution is
an industry-ﬁrst from Halliburton: a synthesis of distributed temperature sensing
and microseismic fracture mapping technologies that now gives operators the
real time ability—while resources are at the well site—to maximize the
connectivity of your productive intervals.
What’s your stimulation monitoring challenge? For solutions, visit
www.pinntech.com.

Evelyn Earlougher
eearlougher@comcast.net
1-281-419-1328

Solving challenges.

TM

© 2011 Halliburton. All rights reserved.

SPEi Announcement:
The Gus Archie Memorial Scholarship Program is accepting
scholarship applications. The program is supported by
the Archie Fund of the SPE Foundation and awards an
outstanding student who plans to enter a university and
pursue an undergraduate degree in petroleum engineering.
For more information about the program visit the link
below. The deadline for completed submissions is 30 April.
The submission process is all electronic, and to apply,
students should visit:
http://www.spe.org/scholarships/archie.php
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COMPLETIONS & PRODUCTION
Using the Dilution Method for
Understanding Cleanup of
Fracturing Treatments
Speaker:
			
			

Dr. Rick Gdanski
Shell International Exploration & 		
Production Inc.

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Wednesday, April 25

Location:
			
			

Greenspoint Club
16925 Northchase Drive
Houston, TX 77060

Cost:
			

$35 per person preregistered
$40 for walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Monday, April 23

It seems intuitive that propped fracture performance
should correlate with fluid recovery after a fracturing
treatment. Yet, this is often not the case. However, it has
been observed that the dilution profile of the fracturing
fluid in the produced water after the fracturing treatment
embeds significant information regarding the quality of
the resulting propped fracture.
This presentation will demonstrate how the Dilution
Method can be used to extract useful information about
the cleanup process, the quality of the propped fracture,
the recovery of gelling agent, and other interesting
observations.

Dr. Rick Gdanski is a Production Technologist in the
stimulation fluids group at Shell’s Bellaire Technology
Center in Houston, Texas. His responsibilities include
technology transfer and treatment design in the areas
of sandstone and carbonate acidizing, scale squeeze
evaluations, and well treatment returns analysis and
interpretation. Dr. Gdanski joined SIEP in 2010 after 30
years with Halliburton in the production enhancement
section.
Dr. Gdanski holds a BS degree in chemistry from
Southwestern Oklahoma State University and a PhD
in physical organic chemistry from the University of
Illinois. He is a member of the American Chemical
Society and the Society of Petroleum Engineers, and has
authored numerous technical papers on many aspects of
acid stimulations as well as fracture cleanup in tight gas
reservoirs. He was an SPE Distinguished Lecturer for the
1996-1997 season and often co-chairs technical sessions at
SPE technical conferences.

premier industry events devoted to
rapidly emerging technology

Las Vegas, Nevada | April 30 - May 4, 2012
A state-of-the-art, week-long course on hydraulic fracturing
with balanced presentations of the theoretical and the practical.

Multiphase Pump User Roundtable
Houston, Texas | May 3, 2012

Fosters the sharing of emergent ideas in multiphase pumping and
provides a focus on topics such as Subsea, Heavy Oil and Facility
Minimization in Shale Gas/Oil Developments.

(979) 268-8959 | www.PetroleumETC.com
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GIVE YOUR
WELL A SHOT

The new Bullet plunger is fast,
dropping at more than twice the
speed of a conventional plunger.
The Bullet plunger maximizes
the number of cycles per day
leading to higher production. This
patent pending design features
a retractable dart allowing fluid
to bypass through the tool on
its descent. Upon reaching the
bottom it resets the dart, and the
sleeve provides exceptional sealing
efficiency for the lift back up.
To learn more about the impressive results we
are providing, contact Lufkin International
Lift Systems.
LUFKIN.COM/BULLET
ils@lufkin.com
866-540-7676

The Energy Flows Through Us™

Energy Solutions
Through the Power of People.

SPT Group is the world leader in dynamic
modelling for the oil and gas industry.
Process simulation
Reservoir optimisation

Flow assurance

Since the creation of New Tech Engineering in 1998 to the development of New Tech
Global (NTG), our talented team and their dedication to excellence and superior service
as been and continues to be what sets NTG apart from the competition. With a large and
Drilling operations

diverse resource base of leading experts and a solid financial standing, NTG has been able

Online management

to provide unparalleled support to our clients for more than a decade.

Well dynamics

Visit us at OTC to see the latest!

- we are your trusted partner
Visit us at OTC 2012
Booth 5063
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www.sptgroup.com

with the world’s largest oil and gas producers as well as our dedication to personalized
be dynamic ®

SPT Group delivers accurate and proven simulation software
for multiphase flow systems and powerful tools for improved
production, recovery and reservoir management. Complemented
by consulting and support in a worldwide network of offices

Our consultants are the force behind New Tech Global. Through our global opportunities
service and support for our consultants, NTG truly offers a better way to work.

1030 Regional Park Drive • Houston, Texas 77060 • 281-951-4330
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
Outline:

Oil Patch Orientation

* Introduction/Outline of the Day
* The Economics & Future of the Petroleum Industry
* Theory of the Origins of Hydrocarbons
* Reservoir Parameters (eg: Porosity/Permeability)
* Geology of Petroleum & Geophysics
* Drilling Basics
* Well Logging
* Well Completions
* Reservoir Drive Mechanisms
* Production Equipment (sub-surface & surface)
* Midstream & Downstream Topics

Speakers:
			
			
			
			
			

John Farina, Consultant
Ron Hinn, PetroSkills
Brian Musso, MCX
Ken Arnold, Consultant
Marty Stetzer, Consultant

Date & Time:
			

8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 9

Location:
			
			

Hilton Westchase Hotel
9999 Westheimer Road
Houston, TX 77042

Cost:
			

$350 per members
$375 for nonmembers & walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Monday, May 7
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Build Your Foundation
To maximize convenience, PetroSkills will deliver its most popular
courses multiple times in the Houston area over the next few
months. These courses build a firm foundation and a solid platform
for careers in their disciplines.

• Basic Petroleum Engineering Practices: July 9-13, September 17-21
• Basic Geophysics: May 21-25, August 13-17
• Foundations of Petrophysics: June 18-22, August 6-10,
July 23-August 3 (Virtual)
• Applied Reservoir Engineering: April 30–May 11, July 9-20,
September 10-21
• Drilling Practices: July 30-Aug 10
• Production Operations 1: July 9-20, August 13-24 (Covington, LA),
September 24-October 5
• Completions and Workovers: June 25-29, October 1-5
For details on these or our other 250 sessions in the Gulf Coast, contact
Patty Davis, (832) 426-1203 or patty.davis@petroskills.com, or see
details and full selection at www.petroskills.com

www.petroskills.com
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This seminar is the most popular SPE-GCS program. The
course is designed as non-technical audio-visual guided
tour through the oil patch, illustrating the basic equipment
and techniques used in the discovery, development and
production of petroleum.

engineered to

protect

TM

your investment
the environment
your reputation
Advanced engineering applied to spill prevention,
cost containment and risk reduction.
�

Secondary containment

�

Tank liners

�

Tank bases

�

Location liners

�

Water impoundment

falcontsi.com/SPEGCS
Call +1-281-921-6690

©2012 Falcon Technologies and Services, Inc. A CARBO Company
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30 Years...Providing Solutions
to the Oil & Gas Industry

We l l Te s t i n g
Frac Flow Back
Sand Management
Early Production Facilities
Data Acquisition Systems
Production Enhancement
We l l h e a d C o m p r e s s i o n
Completion Fluids
C a s i n g C l e a n - U p To o l s
Fluid Filtration Ser vices
F r a c Wa t e r M a n a g e m e n t
Cased-Hole Wireline Ser vices

Take Advantage of Petris...

“Petris gave us control
of the vast amount of valuable
borehole data while making it more
accessible, visible and beneficial to
end-users and business processes.”
Borehole Data Management Solutions

TETRA Technologies, Inc.
®

Focused on Energy.
Dedicated to Service & Safety.

tetratec.com
© 2011 TETRA and the TETRA logo are registered trademarks
of TETRA Technologies, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Collected over a long period of time and at significant
cost, borehole data is essential to effectively maximize
existing reservoirs, explore for additional energy
sources and drive growth for your company.
Integrated Solutions for Drilling,
Production and Operations Management

www.Petris.com

Westport Technology Center
Providing Expertise in
Reservoir Characterization and Optimization
Services include:
• PVT and Fluid Phase Behavior
• Routine and Special Core Analysis
• Enhanced Oil and Gas Recovery
• Geochemistry
• Petroleum Geology and Petrophysics
• Unconventional Reservoirs
• Drilling Fluids
• Flow Assurance
• Oilfield Corrosion
• Petroleum Microbiology
Intertek
Westport Technology Center
6700 Portwest Drive
Houston, Texas
713.479.8400
westportservices@intertek.com
www.intertek.com
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DIGITAL ENERGY
Data Mining and Predictive Analytics
Transform Data to Barrels
Speaker:
			

Shawn Shirzadi
BP			

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Wednesday, April 18

Location:
			
			

Courtyard at St. James
1885 Saint James Place
Houston, TX 77056

Cost:
			

$35 per members
$40 for nonmembers and walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Monday, April 16

BP’s Field of the Future Data Analytics program is
developing data-driven technologies that complement
existing capabilities for reservoir management and
operations. Widespread adoption of BP’s proprietary wells
and equipment real-time surveillance and monitoring
applications provides efficient workflows that deliver realtime data to decision makers. Data-analytics applications
are transforming these data into information that will
improve management of operational risk, increase
production, and maximize both resource recovery and
workforce efficiency.
This presentation describes the progress made in the
areas of operational risk and increased production and
outlines future activities. So far, we have created datadriven corrosion-assessment tools and have developed
new technology for virtual flowmeters. Corrosion
assessment is now able to evaluate the efficiency of our
pipeline-inspection programs. Following successful proof
of concept and field trials, we will package this capability
and deploy it globally as a standard workflow as soon as
possible.

connections between injectors and the producers. Trials
have demonstrated that this complements the conventional
waterflood management and optimization workflows. In
conjunction with other activities, the benefit to operations
is derived from improving sweep efficiency in increasing
recovery. Use of data mining and predictive analytics
for business intelligence has created significant value in
finance, medicine, power generation, and other industries.
BP now has an established, active program to bring the
business intelligence approach into its E&P operations and
particularly to its reservoir management.

Shawn Shirzadi is currently the Data Analytics Program
Lead in BP Upstream. Shirzadi is one of the principle
inventors of Data Analytics signature capabilities, “Top
Down Water Flood” concept and toolkit, which leverages
BP’s industry leading position in waterflood diagnostics/
prognostics solutions and offers fast data-based capabilities
for understanding the efficacy of water-injection activities.
In his current role he has doubled the size of his team by
bringing specialists from other industries, focusing on data
mining, predictive analytics, and artificial intelligence, to
grow the data-analytics capabilities in upstream segment.
He is currently the Chairman of SPE’s Petroleum DataDriven Analytics (PD2A) Technical Section. He is on the
steering board committees of SPE Forums for Artificial
Intelligence and Reservoir Management 2020. Shirzadi is
an active member of IEEE and American Chemical Society.
Shirzadi has over 25 years of industry experience in oil and
gas, mainly focused on waterflood and EOR, and holds
BSc and MSc degrees in petroleum engineering from
University of Texas at Austin.

We are also developing an innovative approach to diagnose
and optimize waterflood performance designated as TopDown Waterflood Diagnostics and Optimization. This
novel approach combines BP’s proprietary production event
detection and association technology with visualization
and parametric models that can quantify the subsurface
GCS • April 2012
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Then

&

by Buddy Woodroof, ProTechnics
Features Editor

April 1997
An extended-reach litmus test is on the horizon, as Benton
Oil & Gas receives California state approval to drill as far out
as 3.5 miles under the Santa Barbara Channel using an onshore drill site.
• Meanwhile, Conoco receives a permit from the state of
Utah to drill on a state lease in Reese Canyon in the Grand
Staircase Escalante National Monument on leases Conoco
has owned for almost ten years.
• Nymex’s first year of electricity futures/options trading
exceeded expectations according to Nymex President
Patrick Thompson, speaking from the new Nymex office
in Houston, which Thompson claims is positioned to become “the hub of the electricity industry.”
• Twenty Greenpeace activists scale BP’s building in Aberdeen to install a rooftop solar array, purchased from BP,
and to erect a banner reading “BP, solar not oil.”
			
			
Light sweet crude oil - $19.75/bbl
			
Natural gas - $1.90/MMbtu
				
U.S. active rig count – 918
April 2002
Despite the slow pace of new contract negotiation and award,
and despite the continuance of U.S. sanctions, Libya continues
to rank as the country most favored by international oil
companies for new exploration and production investment
in 2002, according to a recent survey conducted by a UK
consultancy.
12

Now

• Brigham O&G of Austin reports losing surface control
while drilling a natural gas development well in
Matagorda County, Texas. The well is the first offset to
the field’s discovery well, the Staubach No. 1 (Could it
be “Roger the dodger?”).
• China’s Sinopec reports plans to build 450 retail
gasoline stations with foreign companies this year, as
China lifts the ban on foreign investment in the retail
fuels business. Ultimately, there will be about 1,500 such
stations to be built in conjunction with Royal Dutch
Shell, ExxonMobil, and BP.
• A drought on the U.S. East Coast drives up natural gas
prices. How you say? The drought has led to the loss
of hydroelectric power and has even impacted nuclear
power generation, with its reliance on fresh water for
cooling.

		

Light sweet crude oil - $25.56/bbl
Natural gas - $3.44/MMbtu
				 U.S. active rig count – 749
			

April 2007
In the first such agreement in the Western Hemisphere,
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and Trinidad and
Tobago Prime Minister Patrick Manning sign an agreement
to jointly develop the estimated 30 tcf of natural gas in
offshore fields straddling the borders of the two nations.
• Composite Energy, a Scottish company, commissions
a 2-yr study to evaluate the potential of methane
GCS • April 2012

production from coal beds, followed by CO2 storage
in the evacuated coal beds, thus taking advantage of
the property of coal to typically absorb five times more
CO2 than the methane it releases.
• Chevron and Weyerhaeuser report plans to jointly
assess the feasibility of commercializing biofuels
production from nonfood cellulose sources. Chevron
is deeply involved with biofuels research through
alliances with Georgia Tech, University of California
at Davis, the Colorado Center for Biorefining and
Biofuels, and the DOE.
			
			
			

Light sweet crude oil - $62.85/bbl
Natural gas - $7.80/MMbtu
U.S. active rig count – 1,758

men with groceries and the promise of an eventual paycheck.
During the Depression, poor-boys like Richardson paid
drillers and tool-pushers ten to twelve dollars a day in oil. If
none was found, they received whatever the wildcatter could
come up with. Richardson, who kept a chronically overdue
account at the general store in Kermit, became renowned for
paying his men in bread, eggs, or milk—whatever they would
eat.
Next month Sid Richardson extends his credit to the limit
and then finds a new wealthy partner willing to bankroll him.
(Article excerpted from “The Big Rich.”)

The Rest of the Yarn

History Quiz

This month we continue our look-back at the life and times
of Sid Richardson, one of the “Big Four” oilmen who laid
the foundations of a flamboyant lifestyle that would come
to define the image of Texas Oil.

In 2002, how many retail gasoline stations were there in
China: a) 75,000, b) 125,000, c) 210,000, d) 260,000?

While East Texas made fortunes for Murchison, Hunt, and
other oilmen, it ruined Sid Richardson. With prices for its
high-quality crude driven as low as ten cents a barrel, the
majors saw little reason to buy the remote, sulfur-laden
West Texas oil Richardson was selling. Cash from his best
wells in Ward County shriveled to almost nothing. In
January 1930 his income was twenty-five thousand dollars
a month; by December, it had fallen to sixteen hundred
dollars a month, and the banks took every cent.
In a matter of months Richardson went from the penthouse
to the outhouse—literally. He moved out of his top-floor
suite at the Blackstone Hotel into a forty-dollar-a-month
maid’s room. When he couldn’t afford that, he moved into a
twenty-five-dollar-a-month room at the Texas Hotel; when
he couldn’t afford even that, he was evicted and sued for
back rent, at which point one of his closest friends, Amon
Carter, publisher of the Fort Worth newspaper, gave him a
room at the Fort Worth Club for free. When he was evicted
from his office, Richardson set up business at a downtown
drugstore. If he was out, a soda jerk named Jack Collier
answered the pay phone, “Sid Richardson’s office.”
His only hope was to find more oil. Murchison begged him
to come to East Texas, but he refused, since all his leases and
contacts remained in remote Ward and Winkler Counties
on the New Mexico border. He was determined to keep
drilling, but his credit at West Texas oil-supply stores was
running low. When the inn in Monahans threw him out,
he fled to the new hotel in Kermit. When the Kermit hotel
threw him out, Richardson resorted to bunking at a ranch
outside of town. In desperation he resorted to paying his
GCS • April 2012

If you would like to participate in this month’s quiz, e-mail your
answer to contest@spe.org by noon April 15. The winner, who
will be chosen randomly from all correct answers, will receive a
$50 gift card to a nice restaurant.

Answer to March’s Quiz
The first horizontal oil well was drilled near Texon, Texas in
1929.

Answer to February’s Quiz
In 1959, Texaco overtook Standard Oil of New Jersey as
the nation’s largest crude producer.

Congratulations to February’s winner –
David Lindley, Crossroads Energy Partners, LLC!!!

Engineers - need technical
document development help?
- Drilling & completion programs
- Engineering reports & specifications
- Manuals & instructions
- Printing, binding & publication

www.zaetric.com
713-621-4885
inquiries@zaetric.com
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Losseal

More
uptime.

Family oF reinForced
compoSite mat pillS

*Mark of Schlumberger. © 2012 Schlumberger. 12-CE-0005

More fracturing.

www.fmctechnologies.com

Stop lost circulation
in naturally fractured formations
The Losseal* family of reinforced composite mat
pills cures static and dynamic mud losses in naturally
fractured formations during drilling or prior to cementing
once total depth is reached.

www.tiwtools.com
DRILLING AND COMPLETION SOLUTIONS

In a South American carbonate formation, the use of
Losseal mat pills reduced mud losses of 2,000 bbl during
drilling without requiring an additional trip, and the
cement job was successfully completed without losses.

For more of the story, go to www.slb.com/losseal
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DRILLING
Annual Drilling Symposium – Preliminary Agenda
Enhancements to Well Control for Offshore and Deepwater Environments
Thursday, April 26
Petroleum Club, 800 Bell Street, 43rd Floor
Houston, Texas
Cost: $100 per member preregistered
$110 for nonmembers and walk-ins
Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Tuesday April 24

8:00 am – 8:20 am 		

Registration and Light Breakfast

8:20 am – 8:25 am 		
				

Welcome and opening remarks
Jack Colborn, Drilling Study Group Chair

8:25 am – 8:55 am 		
Keynote Speaker - John Rogers Smith, P.E., Ph.D.
				
Associate Professor and holder of Campanile Professorship
				Louisiana State University
				
Craft and Hawkins Department of Petroleum Engineering
9:00 am – 9:30 am 		

Technology Talk: Halliburton (invited)

9:35 am – 10:05 am 		
Technology Talk: Critical Equipment Supplier (e.g. NOV, Cameron,
				Hydril)
10:05 am – 10:20 am		

Networking Break

10:20 am – 10:50 am 		

Technology Talk: Baker Hughes (invited)

10:55 am – 11:25 am 		

Technology Talk: Weatherford (invited)

11:30 am – 12:00 pm 		

Technology Talk: Schlumberger (invited)

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 		

Lunch and Networking

1:10 pm – 2:55 pm 		
				

Operator Perspectives – short presentations followed by Q&A session
Moderated by John Rogers Smith

Invited Panelists 		

Shell, XOM, BP, Anadarko, COP, Hess, Petrobras, Statoil, and CVX

2:55 pm – 3:00 pm 		

Wrap up discussion - Kevin Brady, Publicity Chair

3:00 pm 			

Adjourn
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Training Cour ses
Training Cour ses
Societ y of Petroleum Engineers

TR AINING COURSES

Setting the standard for technical excellence.

Relevant.

Societ y of Petroleum Engineers

TR AINING COURSES

Reliable.
TR AINING COURSES
Rewarding.
Societ y of Petroleum
Engineers
TR AINING COURSES
Attend an SPE training course
held
at theEngineers
Houston
Societ y of
Petroleum
training center or in conjunction with an SPE event.

TR AINING COURSES

Below are just a few of the courses we offer. Be sure to visit our website for the
complete schedule.

TR AINING COURSES

Courses available at the SPE Houston Training Center
11–12 April

Fundamentals of Reservoir Description and Modeling
with Geostatistics Reservoir Descriptions and Dynamics

David Ogbe

7–8 May

Asset Management—Tools, Process, and Practice

Alok Jain

5 June

Horizontal Well Completions

Sid Banerjee,
Aaron Burton

Courses available before and after these SPE events
16–18 April

SPE Latin American and Caribbean Petroleum Engineering Conference, Mexico City

24–27 April

ASME-IPTI/SPE Petroleum Training Week, Houston

23–24 May

Petroleum Reserves and Resources Estimation—PRMS Applications Guidelines
Document Workshop, Lima

11 June

Drilling Meets Formation Evaluation Workshop, Montgomery, Texas

8–9 June

SPE Americas Unconventional Resources Conference, Pittsburgh

20–21 June

SPE Deepwater Drilling and Completions Conference, Galveston

Register today at www.spe.org/go/trainingcourses.

Get the current
schedule—wherever
you are. Scan here with
a QR code reader.

GTGEN_FP_1627_GCS_Mar
1
16GTGEN_FP_1627_GCS_Apr.indd

Society of Petroleum Engineers

2/27/12
11:01 AM
GCS • April
2012

DRILLING & PRODUCTION WASTE MANAGEMENT
Rick McCurdy is Senior Engineering Advisor,
Chemicals & Water Reclamation, at Chesapeake Energy
in Oklahoma City, OK. He is responsible for providing
technical support and advice regarding Chesapeake’s
chemical programs and evaluation of water recovery
Rick McCurdy				and conservation technologies throughout Chesapeake’s
Chesapeake Energy
operations. He is also responsible for development of
environmentally friendly hydraulic fracturing fluids.
Roland Moreau
Prior to Chesapeake, Rick held managerial positions at
ExxonMobil
BJ Chemical Services in Midland and Alaska.

Water Reclamation and ReuseAdvancements to Date and
Challenges Ahead
Speakers:
			
			
			
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Thursday, April 19

Location:
			
			

Petroleum Club				
800 Bell Street, 43rd Floor		
Houston, TX 77002

Cost:
			
			

$35 per member preregistered
$40 for nonmembers and walkins		
$5 for student chapter members

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Tuesday, April 17

Date & Time:

Join us for the inaugural meeting of the new Drilling &
Production Waste Management Study Group, with an
expanded focus to cover handling all upstream oil and
gas waste streams cost-effectively. Our first meeting will
be kicked off by Roland Moreau, SPE Technical Director
of Health, Safety, Security, Environment and Social
Responsibility [HSSE SR], addressing “SPE Hot Topics
– Water Management.” Moreau serves on the Board of
Directors of SPE International. He will update us on the
ranking of what water use issues require the most immediate
attention.
Following that introduction, the main speaker, Rick
McCurdy, will present an overview of industry efforts
towards minimizing fresh water demand for drilling and
hydraulic fracturing through the reuse of produced water
and the technologies currently available to help with these
goals. The presentation will also cover new technologies
being evaluated and regulatory challenges that the industry
must overcome. Drinking water is precious, as we know
from the drought in Texas, and using millions of gallons
of fresh water for fracturing operations will meet with
opposition from the public if we don’t conserve today.

McCurdy has an AAS degree in petroleum technology and
is an active member of NACE International and SPE. He
has presented papers at meetings for both organizations,
as well as the Southwestern Petroleum Short Course.

Roland Moreau is a Safety, Security, Health, and

Environment Manager for ExxonMobil’s Upstream
Research Company. He also serves as Vice President for
ExxonMobil Research Qatar Limited in Doha.
Moreau received his BS degree in mechanical engineering
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute and an MBA in
Finance from Fairleigh Dickinson University. He began
his career with Exxon as a Project Engineer at the Bayway
Refinery in New Jersey, and since that time has held
various technical, supervisory and managerial positions.

Slider

Automated Directional Drilling

IMPROVE YOUR HORIZONTALS
ON-BOTTOM TOOL FACE ORIENTATION
INCREASED MOTOR LIFE
INCREASED ROP & HORIZONTAL REACH CAPABILITY
ELIMINATES ORIENTATION TIME LOSSES
www.slb.com

There will also be several door prizes ranging in value from
$50 to $200.

GCS • April 2012

17

Measured Solutions from
The Completion Diagnostics Company

Annular
pack
quality?
Jordan, Field Engineer, US Operations

Maximize Your Assets

•

Having trouble lining up a frac crew?

•

Packers Plus open hole, multi-stage systems use a continuous pumping
operation and have the ability to immediately flow back production. This
results in a quick turnaround of your well completions and allows the frac
crew to finish the job within hours, not days—saving you time and money.

•

To view the video,
download a QR
reader app for
your smartphone
and scan.
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With ProTechnics gamma-gamma
density imaging services you can
directly measure:
•

Annular pack quality
Top of annular pack
Long-interval pack coverage
Horizontal gravel-pack quality

ProTechnics

A Production Enhancement division of Core Laboratories
www.corelab.com/protechnics 713-328-2320

GCS • April 2012

NORTHSIDE
The Austin Chalk vs. Eagle Ford Shale Play
Jason Baihly
Schlumberger

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Tuesday, April 10

Location:
			
			

Greenspoint Club			
16925 Northchase
Houston, TX 77060

Cost:
			
			

$30 per member preregistered
$35 for nonmembers preregistered
$40 for walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Friday, April 6

Please bring a copy of your credit card receipt if you registered
and paid online. If you have special dietary needs, please email
the event contact with your prequests PRIOR to arrival at the event.

This talk discusses the possibility that the Austin Chalk
and Eagle Ford Shale form a single hydrocarbon system.
The potential source, generation, migration, storage,
and production mechanisms of both formations will be
analyzed from a geologic perspective. The implications of
this theory for exploiting the Eagle Ford Shale will also be
discussed.
From a production standpoint, this presentation will
compare the production trends of horizontal wells in the
Eagle Ford Shale and Austin Chalk formations, analyzing
each in detail to determine if there are any similarities in
initial production rates and decline trends. Furthermore,
some production analyses will also be undertaken to point
out some behavioral trends of the Eagle Ford horizontalwell production profiles.
This presentation investigates the areal extent of production
from the Eagle Ford Shale and Austin Chalk formations
and discusses their interdependencies. In addition,
geological and petrophysical attributes are evaluated to
understand this phenomenon. Lastly, the speaker will
describe the key mechanism(s) for oil/condensate flow
in these oil-producing reservoirs and how to best exploit
these unconventional formations. Some discussion will
also be centered around how to take lessons learned and
apply them elsewhere in the world.
GCS • April 2012

Jason Baihly is currently the Multi Stage Stimulation

Manager for Schlumberger. He was previously in
Schlumberger’s Consulting group where he led integrated
teams performing design, execution, economics, analysis,
and optimization of various horizontal and vertical
unconventional plays. Baihly is the author or coauthor of
more than a dozen SPE papers on drilling, completion, and
production aspects of unconventional reservoirs. He has
over 10 years of industry experience in several production
and completion roles in unconventional gas and oil plays.
Baihly has a BS in civil engineering from the South Dakota
School of Mines and Technology and an MSc in petroleum
engineering management from Heriot-Watt University in
Edinburgh, Scotland.

INTEGRATED PRODUCTION SERVICES

Coiled Tubing & Nitrogen
Coil
Tubing
Eline
& Slickline
E Line & Slick Line
Snubbing
Snubbing
Plunger
& Gas Lift
Flowback
& Production
Plunger
& Gas LiftTesting
Pressure
Testing
& Nipple Up-Down
Flowback & Pressure
Test

www.ipsadvantage.com

NEAL ADAMS

DRILLING, FIREFIGHTING AND BLOWOUT SPECIALISTS

Speaker:
			

Neal Adams Services

A Proud Tradition of Well Control Excellence

Neal Adams
PhD, P.E.

Professional Services

Well Control Advisory Services, Relief Wells, Capping,
Contingency Planning, Safety

16434 De Lozier Street
Houston, Texas 77040
E-mail: nealadams@comcast.net

Tel: 713-849-4323
Fax: 713-849-1943
Cell: 713-817-6013
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PERMIAN BASIN
Production Forecasting in
Low-Permeability Oil Reservoirs
Speaker:
			

W. John Lee
University of Houston

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Tuesday, April 17

Location:
			
			

Westlake Club				
570 Westlake Park Blvd
Houston, TX 77079

Cost:
			
			

$35 per member preregistered
$40 for nonmembers preregistered
Additional $5 for walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Friday, April 13

Forecasting production and estimating reserves with
confidence in unconventional resources, particularly
shale reservoirs, is a major unsolved problem in the
petroleum industry. Many would prefer a rigorous
analytical or numerical model as the basis for production
forecasting and reserves estimation, but it is limited by
two factors: (1) poor understanding of the physics of
hydraulic-fracture stimulation and fluid transport in
shales, and (2) unavailability of long-term production
histories for shale reservoirs to calibrate the models.
As a result of these problems, most operators in ultra-lowpermeability reservoirs use empirical methods, especially
decline curve analysis or type curves based on decline
trends, for production forecasting and reserves estimates.
The most commonly used method is the traditional Arps
hyperbolic decline model coupled with a minimum
terminal (exponential) decline rate. This approach, while
widely used, has problems.
Much field evidence supports a decline model in which
flow is linear in a hydraulically fractured shale reservoir
for at least a few years, followed by boundary-dominated
flow at the time when interference between adjacent
hydraulic fractures occurs. This may be followed by
linear flow from the formation beyond the stimulated
reservoir volume. Unfortunately, we do not have reliable
methods to predict the end of linear flow and the
appropriate flow model at this time. Two recent decline
models, the Stretched Exponential Model and the Duong
20

Model, can accommodate linear flow and may be able to
accommodate flow after the time of fracture interference
without resorting to uncertain estimates of formation and
fracture properties.

W. John Lee is Professor of Petroleum Engineering
and holder of the Cullen Distinguished University Chair
at the University of Houston. Lee holds BS, MS, and
PhD degrees in chemical engineering from the Georgia
Institute of Technology. He worked for ExxonMobil
early in his career and specialized in integrated reservoir
studies. He later joined the petroleum engineering
faculty at Texas A&M, and became Regents Professor
of Petroleum Engineering. While at A&M, he also
served as a consultant with S.A. Holditch & Associates,
where he specialized in reservoir engineering aspects of
unconventional gas resources. Lee joined the University
of Houston faculty in September 2011. He served as an
Academic Engineering Fellow with the US Securities
& Exchange Commission (SEC) in Washington
during 2007–2008, and was a principal architect of the
modernized SEC rules for reporting oil and gas reserves.
Lee is the author of three textbooks published by SPE and
has received numerous awards from SPE, including the
Lucas Medal, the DeGolyer Distinguished Service Medal,
and Honorary Membership. He is a member of the US
National Academy of Engineering and the Russian
Academy of Natural Sciences.

CO2 EOR and Geosequestration
Reservoir Engineering & Simulation
Project Design, Evaluation and Optimization

Consulting and Training

Phone:
+1-281-359-2674
Fax:
+1-281-754-4969
Jay.Avasthi@AvasthiConsulting.com
www.AvasthiConsulting.com
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PETRO-TECH
Do You Really Know
Where Your Well is?
Speaker:
			
			
Date & Time:

James M. Stolle				
TGS Geological Products

			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Tuesday, April 10

Location:
			
			

Brookhollow Sheraton			
3000 North Loop West
Houston, TX 77092

Cost:
			
			
Registration:
Deadline:

$38 per member preregistered
$48 for nonmembers and walk-ins
www.spegcs.org
Noon, Friday, April 6

Directional survey data provides critical well-control
information on the spatial positioning of drilled wells
and their 2D/3D well paths. Geologists, geophysicists,
and engineers rely on properly located well paths for
their diverse efforts. Very few in these disciplines would
recognize the many ways well paths can be located
incorrectly. As an interpreter, I was clueless about the
issues of well-path positioning.

James M. Stolle is the Directional Survey Data Business
Development Manager for TGS Geological Products. The
first half of his career of over 37 years was in exploration
and development operations and interpretation, initially
as a geologist progressing to geological/geophysical
interpreter. Some of the areas of interpretation were
onshore and offshore California, offshore Alaska, Nevada,
Canada, Rockies, Gulf of Mexico, and the North Sea.
Stolle has led projects building directional survey data in
the Gulf of Mexico, onshore So. Louisiana Gulf Coast,
onshore Texas Gulf Coast, Texas bays and inland waters,
Texas Barnett Shale area, the Haynesville play, and Beverly
Hills, California. These projects have resulted in almost
100,000 wells with directional surveys. Directional
survey efforts provided an invaluable education on API
numbering and particularly on what does and does not
work with the current API Well Numbering standard.
In 1996, Stolle organized an industry API symposium
to review the API number, its function, weaknesses, and
needed enhancements. Well data integration problems
resulting from API numbers became obvious as did the
realization that these problems will not fix themselves.
Stolle is currently one of the Co-chairman of the PPDM’s
steering committee over the effort to rewrite the API D12A
Well Numbering standard.
Stolle attended Oregon State University and later
Brigham Young University. He received a BS in geology,
and subsequently an MS in geology with a specialty in
stratigraphy.

There are two main issues adversely affecting those that
use well-path control. One is the issue of whether the
maps or databases being used represent all the drilled well
paths/wellbores. Second, are the wells in the right place? It
might be better to say, “Are they spatially correct?,” as there
are also the important elements of depth and elevation
that need to be considered. Incorrectly positioned wellpath control can certainly adversely affect the efforts of
geologists, geophysicists, and engineers. Care needs to
be taken to make sure well-path control is complete and
spatially correct. Else, they can also cause expensive,
multi-million-dollar mistakes, like drilling wells in the
wrong place (sometimes on somebody else’s leases),
decisions to lease the wrong acreage, and drilling wells that
did not need to be drilled.
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Magnified Data Quality

That is TGS’ Focus
TGS closely examines and processes well data for standardization and quality
assurance, backed by a focused customer support team.
Nationwide US Production Data
Complete Curve Digital Well Logs
Spatially Accurate Directional Surveys
For more information contact TGS at:
Tel: +1 888 564 5463
Email: WellData@tgsnopec.com
Web: www.tgsnopec.com/welldata

A NEW Performance Frontier!

Get More
from

your

Dynamic Reservior Simulations
> Runtime interactive

Fully Utilizes Dual 8-core Intel® Xeon® E5 2600
Cluster performance on a Desktop
NO license FEES for EXTRA CORES
Contact us for a FREE TRIAL www.rfdyn.com

4QFDJöDQFSGPSNBODFHBJOTEFQFOEPOUIFNPEFMBOENBZEJòFS

Core

With reservoirs becoming increasingly complex, you need the most
accurate information you can get to better understand your reservoir.
Weatherford Labs helps you get more from your core by
combining an unsurpassed global team of geoscientists,
engineers, technicians and researchers with the industry’s
most comprehensive, integrated laboratory services
worldwide. From core analysis, sorption, geochemistry
and isotopic composition to detailed basin modeling and
comprehensive data packages, we provide you with real
reservoir rock and fluid information that hasn’t been
distilled by a simulator or iterated by software.
We call it “The Ground Truth™” – giving you the accurate
answers you need for better reservoir understanding. You’ll
call it a better return on your reservoir investment. To learn
more, contact TheGroundTruth@weatherfordlabs.com.

weatherfordlabs.com

© 2011 Weatherford. All rights reserved. Incorporates proprietary and patented Weatherford technology.
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PROJECTS, FACILITIES & CONSTRUCTION
Subsea Produced-Water Treatment
Measurement Challenges
Speaker:
			

Timothy P. Daigle				
Fluor Offshore Solutions

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Tuesday, April 17

Location:
			
			
			

Norris Center City Center
803 Town and Country Lane
Suite 210				
Houston, TX 77042

Cost:
			
			

$35 per member preregistered
$40 for nonmembers preregistered
$45 for walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Friday, April 13

Today’s petroleum industry is being confronted with having
to manage production with increasing amounts of produced
water from production wells. Many engineers throughout
the industry believe that good produced-water management
is the single most important aspect to extending the life of
a producing reservoir. Providing quality measurements
for monitoring fluid production in the subsea-processing
system will be a critical part of properly managing that
production.
With the increasing regulations and changing requirements
found throughout the industry, the need for new
measurement techniques and more reliable technologies is
even more important. This presentation will help identify
the major measurement challenges with the implementation
of subsea processing. It will highlight the different stateof-the-art measurement principles and technologies that
can be used in subsea processing. It will also address the
gaps to be filled to improve the confidence in measurement
technologies that are needed at specific points in the subseaprocessing system.
This 45 minute presentation will allow the audience
additional time for questions and answers on the potentially
controversial subject.
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Timothy P. Daigle is a Senior Project Engineer
within the Subsea Engineering Group of Fluor Offshore
Solutions.He is currently splitting his time as the Project
Manager for the RPSEA DW3100 Study, Seabed Discharge
of Produced Water and/or Solids, and as Interface
Manager for the BG Starfish Subsea Tieback Project.
Daigle is focused on subsea multiphase metering, subsea
control systems, subsea processing and separation, and
produced-water treatment, as well as flow assurance.
With a BS degree in industrial technology from the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, Daigle now has
19 years of oil and gas industry experience, primarily
with PVT sampling and analyses and well testing using
multiphase flow meters. He played a significant role in
helping to introduce the multiphase metering technology
to the oil field. Daigle has held an advisory board
member position with the Multiphase Measurement
Roundtable and is a founding advisor for the North
American Flow Measurement Workshop. He currently
serves on the advisory committee for the 2011 and 2012
ChemInnovations Conference and was also named 2010
Author of the Year for the Fluor Corporation.

THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR OIL AND GAS ADVISORY SERVICES

www.rpsgroup.com
Houston
Gene Wiggins 281.448.6188
Dallas
Patrick H. Lowry 214.987.1042

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reservoir Simulation
Enhanced Recovery
Geological Analysis
M&A Evaluations
Reservoir Engineering
Strategic Studies
Reserves Evaluation
Technology Applications
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RESERVOIR ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY SYMPOSIUM

Time

May	
  11,	
  2012	
  
Reservoir	
  Study	
  Group	
  
HESS	
  Tower.	
  1501	
  McKinney.	
  
	
  
	
  

8:00
8:15

8:30 – 9:00
9:00 – 9:30
9:30 – 10:00
10:00 – 10:30
10:30 – 11:00
11:00 –11:30
11:30 – 12:00
12:00 – 1:00
1:00 – 1:30
1:30 – 2:00
2:00 – 2:15
2:15 – 2:45
2:45 – 3:15

3:15 – 3:30
	
  
	
  

	
  

TOPICS	
  
Shale	
  Oil/Gas	
  	
  
Reserves	
  
Well	
  /Formation	
  testing	
  	
  
EOR	
  

Title
Continental breakfast
Introductions / Safety briefing
Session 1 Shale Oil/Gas
New Algorithms and Integrated Workflow for Tight Gas
and Shale Completions
Probabilistic Reservoir Simulation WF for an
Unconventional Resource Play: Bakken case study
TBA
Break
Session 2 - Well /Formation testing
Moving from Vision to Reality
The State of Optimal Value Testing
Mechanistic rate decline analysis in shale gas
reservoirs
TBA
Lunch
Session 3 – Reserves
Incorporating Judgment and Transparency Into
Reserves Evaluation
Demonstrating Reasonable Certainty Under PrinciplesBased Oil and Gas Reserves regulations
Break
Session 3 - EOR
Enhanced Oil Recovery Pilot Testing Best Practices
Understanding Foam Flow With a New Foam EOR
Model Developed From Laboratory and Field Data of
the Naturally Fractured Cantarell Field
Wrap-up

Meeting Details:
Friday, May 11, 2012 - 8:00AM to 3:00PM
HESS Tower
1501 McKinney, Houston, TX 77010

$75
$100

Speaker

Craig Cipolla -SLB
Sunny Luo
HESS
TBA
Hani Elshahawi
SHELL
George Stewart
Weatherford
TBA
Ron Harrell
Ryder Scott
Rod Sidle
TX A&M University
Gary Teletzke
ExxonMobil
Jim Erdle
CMG

- Preregistered & Prepaid
- Walkins

Registration deadline: Noon, Tuesday, May 8

®

Manufacturers of
Drilling Motor Components
• Mud Motor Power Sections • Coil Tubing Power Sections
(Sizes: 2 7/8” to 11 1/2”)
(Sizes: 1 11/16” to 3 3/4”)
• Matrix-3® Coated Bearings
www.dyna-drill.com
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• Precision Machining
Power That Lasts™
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RESERVOIR
Field-Development Optimization with
Subsurface Uncertainties
Speaker:
			

Michael Litvak				
BP

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Thursday, April 26

Location:
			
			

Courtyard on St. James
1885 St. James Place			
Houston, TX 77056

Cost:
			
			

$35 per member preregistered
$40 for nonmembers preregistered
$45 Walk-ins

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Tuesday, April 24

This presentation is an overview of the framework for
simultaneous optimization of a broad range of fielddevelopment decisions with subsurface uncertainties.
We optimize discrete and continuous decision variables
such as the number of production or injection wells, well
locations, perforation intervals, drilling schedules, well
rates, etc. As a novel approach, we include additional
categorical variables such as depletion strategy, well
pattern, or facility size in the optimization process. We
consider a limited number of discrete scenarios for each
categorical variable (e.g., primary depletion, gas injection,
or water injection as three development scenarios). Fielddevelopment constraints on well locations, rig schedules,
economic risks, etc. are incorporated in the optimization.
Hydrocarbon recovery or some economic indicator can
be used as the objective function for the optimization and
applied for ranking the field-development options.
Subsurface uncertainties are represented by incorporating
multiple reservoir models in the optimization process.
Ideally, all reservoir models in the ensemble should be
evaluated for every considered field-development option
to define cumulative probability functions. However,
this would make CPU demands very large in some cases.
We propose two effective approaches to reduce CPU
requirements: (1) one reservoir model is run to test the
optimization criterion, and the remaining models are only
run if the objective function is significantly improved; or
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(2) a novel application of a statistical proxy procedure to
define a subset of the reservoir model ensemble that is run
during the optimization cycle.
The algorithms have been effectively applied in many fields
for simultaneous optimization of well placement, drilling
schedule, well production/injection rates, perforation
strategy, injection strategy, and facility modifications.

Michael Litvak is a Reservoir Engineering Advisor
for BP and has been with BP since 1988. He has over
40 years of experience in the oil and gas industry.
Litvak is the developer of innovative technologies
for integrated reservoir/facility modeling and fielddevelopment optimization and has successfully applied
these technologies in many reservoir studies. He has also
offered courses on applied mathematics in Case Western
Reserve University.
Litvak has published a large number of papers which
established his leading role as an authority in integrated
reservoir simulation and field-development optimization.
He holds BS and MS degrees in petroleum engineering
and PhD degree in applied mathematics.

UCRA Course

Advanced decision analysis and resource
play assessment course

UCRA Software

To model, risk and value staged drilling in
resource plays

allisondunn@roseassoc.com
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SPORTING CLAYS

S P O R TIN G C LA Y S TO U R N A M E N T S P O N S O R S H IP FO R M
FR ID A Y , JU N E 8, 2012
In order to receive full advertisement benefit of your sponsorship,
st
your sponsorship form and payment must be received by May 1 , 2012.
$7,500.00_______

Diamond Sponsor: As a diamond sponsor, your company will be recognized as a Corporate Sponsor of the tournament and the
company name will appear on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to four (4) complimentary teams in the tournament
and V.I.P. parking.

$5,000.00_______

Platinum Sponsor: As a platinum sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to
two (2) complimentary teams in the tournament and V.I.P. Parking.

$3,500.00_______

Gold Sponsor: As a gold sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to one (1)
complimentary team in the tournament and V.I.P. parking.

$2,000.00 _______

Silver Sponsor: As a silver sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to V.I.P.
parking.

$1,500.00 _______

Bronze Sponsor: As a bronze sponsor, your company name will be on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to V.I.P.
parking.

SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
$5,000.00 _Sold_

Trophy Sponsor (limited to 1): As a trophy sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board and on each trophy
awarded.

$5,000.00 _______

Entry Gift Sponsor (limited to 3): As an entry gift sponsor, your company name will be on the sponsor board and on entry gifts (to
be determined by committee) handed out to each shooter.

$2,000.00 _______

Shuttle Cart Sponsor (limited to 3): As a shuttle cart sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board and on the
shuttle carts used at the tournament.

$1,200.00 _______

Shotgun Sponsor: As a shotgun sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board. Your sponsorship entitles you to
personally present the shotgun on stage at the tournament to the winner.

$1,000.00 _______

Shooter # Sponsor: As a Shooter # Sponsor, your Company name will appear on each Competitor # that all participants will display.

$1,000.00 _______

Scorecard Sponsor: As a scorecard sponsor, your company name will be on the sponsor board, competitor #, and on each scorecard.

$500.00

_______

Corporate Sponsor: As a corporate sponsor, your company name will be on the sponsor board.

$500.00

_______

Hospitality Tent Sponsor (limited to 5): As a hospitality sponsor, your company name will be on the sponsor board. As part of your
sponsorship, you will be allowed to set up at or near the pavilion to provide one of the following: (1) Breakfast, (1) Lunch, (2) Drinks,
or (1) Gun Cleaning Services.

$250.00

_______

Station Sponsor: As a station sponsor, your company name will appear on the sponsor board. As part of your sponsorship, you will
be asked to set up a tent at an assigned station to provide refreshments for shooters throughout the day.

All sponsorship levels will receive next year's tournament information approximately one month before the general
membership mail-out.
Please check the level of sponsorship you wish to choose. All sponsors receive preference on shooting times when possible.
All profits will be used for SPE-GCS scholarships, local charities, community service projects, and member services.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
Company:_________________________________________________

Contact Name:________________________________________________

Mailing address:____________________________________________________________________Phone(________)________________________
City/State/Zip:______________________________________________________________________Fax(_________)_________________________
AmEx/MC/Visa/Discover Card #:(Circle one)_________________________________________________Expiration Date_______________________
Full Name (as it appears on card)_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature________________________________________________________________ Email__________________________________________

Enter total am ount to be charged to credit card $_________________________

Cardholder’s email address is required for all credit card payments.

Sponsorship Committee Chairperson:

Greg Rachal
MI-Swaco a Schlumberger Company
713-628-3341 grachal@slb.com
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WESTSIDE
Fayetteville Shale Completions:
An Operator’s Case History
Speaker:
			

Jennifer Harpel

Date & Time:
			

11:30 a.m. - luncheon
Wednesday, April 18

Location:
			
			

The Westlake Club
570 Westlake Park Blvd
Houston, TX 77079

Cost:
			

$35 per person preregistered
$40 per person walk-in

Registration:
Deadline:

www.spegcs.org
Noon, Monday, April 16

Southwestern Energy

Jennifer Harpel is a Completions Lead at Southwestern

Energy. She has worked in the oil and gas industry for
10 years in several disciplines including completions,
production, operations and midstream.
Harpel earned a BS degree in geosystems engineering and
hydrogeology from the University of Texas at Austin.

Please print and bring credit card receipt
if paid on-line

Since 2004 Southwestern Energy (SWN) has completed
more than 2,000 wells in the Fayetteville shale with
thousands of wells remaining to be drilled and completed.
The Fayetteville is a world-class shale play stretching across
central Arkansas that encompasses more than 2-million
acres. Current SWN gross daily operated production is
more than 1.9 BCF/D and as of December 31, 2010, its
proved net reserves booked in the Fayetteville were 4.3
TCF.
This presentation will discuss the progression of the
completions from the beginning to their current best
practices. It will review the different types of completions,
stimulation optimization, high efficiency operations and
well performance.

Cut costs in unconventional reservoirs
Map your reservoir fluids and
fracture network together
Reduce uneconomic fracture stages
with advanced microseismic imaging
Contact us today
andrew.poon@spectraseis.com
Phone (936) 232 8670

www.spectraseis.com
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Production EnhancEmEnt

“In new or mature
wells, proppant
flowback doesn’t
have to be
a problem.”

Increase Mature Field Production Using Smarter Engineering...
by Integrating Reservoir & Production Data with...

PropStop®ABC service from Halliburton—
featuring a water-based formulation—can
make application more efﬁcient, improve
safety and help stop proppant production
for the life of the well.

• Identify underperforming wells / plan well interventions
Integrated Field • Perform residual oil distribution studies
Study Scenarios • Determine reservoir and well potential
• Multi-phase flow / black-oil simulation

Houston Office: 713-787-6622
www.optpt.com

What’s your production enhancement
challenge? For solutions, go to
halliburton.com/propstop.
Solving challenges.™

HALLIBURTON

© 2012 Halliburton. All rights reserved.

Failure is
Not an Option

FREE Test-Drive of Signa’s Hydraulics Simulator
Design conventional &
unconventional wells
(MPD, UBD, Dual
Gradient Drilling)
� Easy to use interface
� Land and offshore
� Vertical, deviated &
horizontal wells
� HTHP applications
� Optimize pump rate for
hole cleaning
�

Pump & choke
operation schedule
� Two-stage tripping
design
� Surge/swab pressure
� Torque, drag &
buckling calculation
� Well trajectory design
� Multi-well anti-collision
� Gas, mist, gasified
liquid or mud
�

At Ryan, failure is not an option. That’s why our
positive displacement mud motors and retrievable mud
pulse MWD equipment lead the industry in mean
time between failures.
Ruggedness and reliability are two good reasons why
Ryan is moving to the forefront of the industries we serve.
Call us at 800.682.0291 and see why a low failure rate has
moved customer loyalty to an all time high.

Try out ERDS (full version) for free.

One-month license. Contact Dr. Shifeng “Jack” Tian,
Signa Engineering Corp., Houston, Texas, USA
(281) 774-1020, stian@signa.net

RYAN.106-FailureNotOption.010612.indd 1
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
Worldwide Energy Needs and Supplies
Speaker: Admiral Bobby R. Inman, University of Texas

18 April 2012 • 11:30-1:00PM
Empire Room at The Rice, 909 Texas Avenue Houston 77002
Cost: $20members / $25 nonmembers
Bringing a unique combination of both public and private sector experience, Admiral
Inman will speak to young professionals on various energy-related current events that
are molding the future of our industry. Topics may include policy issues such as national
security, the impact of geopolitical events, and technological advancements among
others.
Admiral Inman graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1950, and from the National War College
in 1972. He served in the U.S. Navy from November 1951 to July 1982, and retired with the permanent rank of
Admiral. While on active duty he served as Director of the National Security Agency and Deputy Director of Central
Intelligence
Inman became an adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin in 1987. He was appointed as a tenured
professor holding the Lyndon B. Johnson Centennial Chair in National Policy in August 2001. He served as Interim
Dean of the LBJ School of Public Affairs from 1 January to 31 December 2005 and again from January 2009 to
March 2010.
Event contact: Tony Fernandez- TFernandez@nobleenergyinc.com
Event Registration: http://www.spegcs.org/en/cev/2267
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“Used by the field pumpers ...
...all the way up to management!”

Even the best equipment
can’t do it alone.
Hunting’s reputation for excellence in well construction
technology is just part of the picture. From tubular goods
and connection technologies to mud motors, everything
we manufacture is made better by the most respected
engineers in the business, and our 24/7 support, repair
and testing across North America, Europe, Asia and the
Middle East. Optimize your drilling investment with Hunting.
To learn more,
visit www.huntingplc.com

..

© 2011 Hunting (HOS1125/0511/spegcs)

HOS1125 SPEGCS ad Aug11.indd 1

Oilfield Production Management Software
www.productioneer.com
(713) 401-9584
Production Allocation
Production Reporting

..

24/7 Support
Desktop & Web App

5/25/11 3:40 PM

Gas MiGration?
Control it with TAM
Casing Annulus Packers and Port Collars.
Annular gas migration can involve
substantial expense and risk. Installing
a TAM Casing Annulus Packer
(TAMCAP™) and Port Collar in your
casing string provides an economical and
reliable means of sealing the annulus for
stage cementing.
TAMCAP Inflatable Packers and Port
Collars were installed on more than 200
wells last year.
Contact TAM to see how TAM Casing
Annulus Packers and Port Collars can
solve your gas migration problems or visit
us at www.tamintl.com.

SOLUTIONS

Practical,
EffEctivE
Using taM inflatablE PackEr tEchnology
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OFFICERS
Chair

Hiep Vu

Shell

281-544-3171

Hiep.Vu@shell.com

Vice-Chair

Steve Baumgartner

Marathon Oil Corporation

281-296-3190

sbaumgartner@marathonoil.com

Secretary

Robert Bruant, Jr.

BP America, Inc.

281-366-2157

Robert.Bruant@bp.com

Treasurer

David Tumino

Murphy Oil Corporation

281-717-5123

tuminospe@hal-pc.org

Vice-Treasurer

John Medler

Schlumberger

713-560-8663

jmedler@slb.com

Career Management

David Flores

Lucas Energy, Inc.

713-528-1881

david_p_flores@yahoo.com

Communications

Valerie Martone

Anadarko

832-636-3196

valerie.martone@anadarko.com

Community Services

Xuan Harris

Consultant

832-444-5143

xuan.harris@gmail.com

Education Coordinator

Rey Saludares

Anadarko

832-636-4881

rey.saludares@anadarko.com

Membership

Jeanne Perdue

PetroComputing

281-568-2723

perduejm@comcast.net

Programs

Bill Davis

Halliburton

713-839-2312

bill.davis@halliburton.com

Social Activities

Scott McLean

Express Energy Services

713-625-7402

smclean@eeslp.com

Technology Tranfer

Russ Neuschaefer

Schlumberger

281-285-1775

rneuschaefer@slb.com

Young Professionals

Andrea Hersey

Momentive

832-421-1903

Andrea.Hersey@momentive.com

2010-12 Director

Lucy King

Kinder Morgan CO2 Company 713-369-9017

DIRECTORS
lucy_king@kindermorgan.com

2010-12 Director

Kim Tran

Energy XXI

713-826-7492

kim.m.tran@gmail.com

2010-12 Director

Chris Reinsvold

Consultant

713-299-5293

chris.reinsvold@gmail.com

2011-13 Director

Jeff Whittaker

Welltec

281-398-9355

jwhittaker@welltec.com

2011-13 Director

Marise Mikulis

Baker Hughes

281-275-7288

marise.mikulis@bakerhughes.com

2011-13 Director

Steve Turk

Weatherford

281-260-1300

Stephen.turk@weatherford.com

Past Chair

Mark Peavy

Kinder Morgan CO2 Company 713-369-9149

mark_peavy@kindermorgan.com

Regional Director

Sid Smith, Jr

PolyFlow, Inc.

832-277-8365

ssmith@polyflowinc.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Auxiliary

Paulette Williams

Spouse

281-897-0493

pegw16209@att.net

Awards

Kim Tran

Energy XXI

713-826-7492

kim.m.tran@gmail.com

Continuing Education

Dorian Hicks

Rice University

713-444-3230

dth1@rice.edu

ESP Workshop

John Patterson

ConocoPhillips

281-221-5298

john.c.patterson@conocophillips.com

Golf

Cameron Conway

KB Machine

281-217-0660

Cconway@kb-machine.com

Internships

Rey Saludares

Anadarko

832-636-4881

rey.saludares@anadarko.com

Magic Suitcase

Sean K. O’Brien

Chevron

832-854-3660

sean.obrien@chevron.com

Newsletter

Kartik Ramachandran

Petrobras

713-808-2306

kramachandran@petrobras-usa.com

Scholarship

Gabrielle Guerre

Ryder Scott

713-750-5491

gabrielle_guerre@ryderscott.com

Sporting Clays

Tim Riggs

Orange Directional

713-201-4290

triggs@orangedirectional.com

Tennis

Jim Sheridan

Baker Hughes

281-432-9292

jim.sheridan@bakerhughes.com

Web Technology

Subash Kannan

Anadarko

713-385-7242

subash_kannan@yahoo.com

STUDY GROUP CHAIRS
Business Development

Chris Atherton

EnergyNet.com

713-861-1866

chris.atherton@energynet.com

Completions & Production

Kevin Renfro

Anadarko

832-636-8613

kevin.renfro@anadarko.com

Digital Energy

Carol Piovesan

APO Offshore

949-232-6353

cpiovesan@apooffshore.com

Drilling

Jack Colborn

National Oilwell VARCO

713-346-7393

jack.colborn@nov.com

Ziff Energy

713-985-5185

joseph.kilchrist@ziffenergy.com

Drilling & Production Waste Mgmt. Joseph Kilchrist
General Meeting

James Maffione

Decision Strategies

713-465-1110

jmaffione@decisionstrategies.com

HSE

Trey Shaffer

ERM

281-600-1016

trey.shaffer@erm.com

International

Chris Reinsvold

Consultant

713-299-5293

chris.reinsvold@gmail.com

Northside

Shawn McCleskey Rimassa

BASF

713-428-4902

shawn.rimassa@basf.com

Permian Basin

Dan Tobin

ConocoPhillips

832-486-2924

Dan.C.Tobin@conocophillips.com

Petro-Tech

Erica Hudson

ExxonMobil

713-431-1133

erica.s.hudson@exxonmobil.com

Projects, Facilities, Constr.

Bill Kinney

Technip

281-249-2799

wkinney@technip.com

Reservoir

Fady Chaban

HESS

713-496-5795

fchaban@hess.com

Westside

Alex McCoy

Occidental Oil & Gas

713-366-5653

alexander_mccoy@oxy.com
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Northside, p19

Gen Meeting,
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15
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Permian, p20
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p11

22
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Westside, p27
25
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C & P, p7

Drilling, p15
Reservoir, p25
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20
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