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 C HA I R’S 

CORNE R

DR. IVOR ELLUL
2015 - 2016 SPE-GCS Chair

warm welcome to all of you who form part of the continuously growing SPE Gulf 
Coast Section family as we commence the 2015-2016 year of operation – our 80th. 
Those of you who attended the kickoff meeting in August will have seen and heard 
what the Section managed to achieve during the 2014-2015 year. This is quite 
spectacular given the fact that our past year was bracketed by an oil price that 

peaked at $96.50 on July 8, 2014,before starting on it merry way down to below $50, where it is 
sitting at the moment. 

We therefore find ourselves in an interesting, albeit somewhat challenging, state of play in this 
new season. The T. Boone Pickens school advises that oil will be at $70 before the year is out. On 
the other hand, Jim “Mattress Mack” McIngvale is betting that it will not surpass $85 at the end of 2015. 

Whichever side of the fence you may be on, the word on the street is that we are now at the 
proverbial bottom and there is only one way out – up! I will be the first to subscribe to that 
mindset, and in avoiding the tendency to look backwards, will set a baseline for the Dow Jones, oil 
price, US production, and rig count. We will call it the GCS Energy Ticker, which I will kick off as 
of July 10, 2015 with an objective to track the progress and movement of these indicators via spark 
lines over the coming year.

As I alluded to in last month’s Connect, there are a number of initiatives that I believe will serve 
as critical navigation tools for our membership over the coming year. Our society is predicated 
on the dissemination of technology. We do this along a number of avenues, the foremost being 
our study groups. The fifteen GCS study groups listed in the 2014-2015 Annual Report in the July 
Connect issue will very much be a focus of attention this year. The chairs for each of these study 
groups are listed in the Directory in the back of each newsletter issue, and I encourage you to 
reach out to them with questions, suggestions, new ideas for topics and presenters—they will 
welcome your feedback. Each of these study groups also has a liaison on the GCS board with the 
objective of enhancing visibility and delivering whatever support (financial, moral, or otherwise) 
is required from the board. The liaisons’ contact information can be found on the GCS website 
along with all other study group and committee contacts. Please feel free to communicate with 
any of these individuals on any topic that you may deem relevant.

Traversing into the new year, we have already instituted a number of changes to the study 
group program:

1. We have expanded the footprint of the Northside Study Group to encompass the Woodlands. 
The group will therefore be hosting meetings in the Woodlands at locations to be announced in 
due course.

2. The Reservoir Study Group has widened 
its remit to clearly comprise unconventional 
hydrocarbon resources. The group has already 
presented on topics in this area, and we look 
forward to more on this additional focus.

3. We are rolling out a concept where topics and 
speakers from one study group may present at 
another study group during the course of the 
year. This “home and away” approach bodes 
to be particularly successful in areas where 
the study groups cross in functionality and 
ensures that we are serving all our members 
across the widespread footprint of Houston.

Back to our industry, it was very refreshing 
to read the earnings announcement of one 
of the larger service providers. While on the 
one hand, laying out what was being done to 
effectively manage its cost base, a substantial 
project list was provided of instances where 
new technology was being deployed around 
the world in both drilling and reservoir 
characterization in both the unconventional 
and conventional hydrocarbon basins. This 
does reinforce the adage that when the going 
gets tough, we, true to our engineering core, 
tend to kick matters up a notch or two on the 
technology front. And what better venue 
to roll out new and exciting developments 
than the upcoming SPE Annual Technology 
Conference and Exhibition taking place next 
month in our hometown. I certainly look 
forward to meeting you at the show.

All the best!

A

Please visit  spegcs.org for more information!

GCS ENERGY TICKER

DJIA  

WTI PRICE  

US PRODUCTION   

RIG COUNT  
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16,000

14,000

12,000

10,000

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

4,000

4,500

3,000

3,500

2,000

2,500

1,500

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

YO U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

300

500

700

900

1100

1300

1500

2100

1900

1700

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

S T U D E N T S

2013–20142014–2015 2012–2013

16,000

14,000

12,000

10,000

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

4,000

4,500

3,000

3,500

2,000

2,500

1,500

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

YO U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

300

500

700

900

1100

1300

1500

2100

1900

1700

J
U

L

A
U

G

S
E

P

O
C

T

N
O

V

D
E

C

JA
N

F
E

B

M
A

R

A
P

R

M
A

Y

J
U

N

S T U D E N T S

2013–20142014–2015 2012–2013

Total Paid/Unpaid 17,455 3,776 17,137 3,892

% Paid 82.2% 81.5%

6.2015 5.2015

5.2015
TOTAL: 14,745
YP: 3,151

June 2015

SPEED: Go from weeks to hours in entry, editing, evaluating, reconciling, and reporting
EFFICIENCY: Experience up to 50% in productivity gains
INTEGRITY: Have confidence in your data with better visibility
TRUST: Improve security through role based user/data management
INSIGHT: Built-in stored results with scenario comparisons at the portfolio level

Learn more at www.entero.com/mosaic, or call 713.446.4633.

Isn't it time to stop manipulating data though the backend, creating SQL queries to report in Excel, 
questioning your application security, getting frustrated with poor scenario comparisons, or using 3rd 
party tools to enter and edit data?

Do your work faster, with less effort. Entero MOSAIC is one comprehensive solution that supports 
corporate, project, and well level processes for reserves, economics, and declines.

Reclaim Your Time.

Reserves, Economics, and Declines Software
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July 2015

15926=
17455=
17589=

PROFESSIONALS PAID 
12,103

STUDENTS PAID 
1,982

STUDENTS UNPAID 
355

YP PAID 
3,504

YP UNPAID 
1,249

82.5% PAID

Last Year

Last Month

Current

15,926

17,455

17,589

TOTAL SPE-GCS MEMBERSHIPS

PAID MEMBERSHIPS TRENDS

PAID UNPAID TOTALS

Professional 12,103 2,121 14,224

YP 3,504 1,249 4,753

Students 1,982 355 2,337

     HCC 157 33 190

     Rice 76 15 91

     Texas A&M 1,236 188 1,424

     UH 464 111 575

     Unassigned 49 8 57

Current 17,589 3,725 21,314

Last month 17,455 3,776 21,231

Last year 15,926 3,582 19,508

PROFESSIONALS UNPAID 
2,121
57+10+9+2+16+6 T his month SPE Gulf Coast Section is pleased to 

recognize Bryan Marlborough as the volunteer of the 
month. He currently serves as a committee member for 
our Projects, Facilities & Construction Study Group, 
where he works closely with SPE International to bring 

technical lectures and knowledge transfers to a worldwide audience 
through webinar initiatives.

Chris Shaw, the outgoing chair of the Projects, Facilities & 
Construction Study Group describes Bryan as “one of our most active 
committee members who pioneered the webinar process which we have 
now adopted as business as usual.”

Bryan is a project manager at Wood Group ODL, providing technical 
documentation for large capital expenditure projects in North America 
and West Africa. Bryan brings technical expertise and project consulting 
services to the oil & gas industry by building customer relations, 
delivering facility-wide documentation and creating system-specific 
training materials. He works closely with oil & gas operators and service 
providers, optimizing their documentation and training requirements 
to adapt to the ever-changing project environment.

Bryan began his career with onshore oil & gas support facilities and 
has worked in operations on both the outer-continental shelf and 
deepwater Gulf of Mexico. Bryan has assisted in institutional research 
initiatives in the realm of oil & gas safety and reporting while serving 
as a steering committee member for the Petroleum Engineering and 
Safety Management program at Nicholls State University. He holds 
two degrees from Nicholls in Petroleum Engineering Technology and 
Petroleum Safety Management.

“Your hard work affects more than you realize.”
Thank you, Bryan!

BRYAN MARLBOROUGH 

VOLU N T E E R  
SPOTLIGHT

SPEED: Go from weeks to hours in entry, editing, evaluating, reconciling, and reporting
EFFICIENCY: Experience up to 50% in productivity gains
INTEGRITY: Have confidence in your data with better visibility
TRUST: Improve security through role based user/data management
INSIGHT: Built-in stored results with scenario comparisons at the portfolio level

Learn more at www.entero.com/mosaic, or call 713.446.4633.

Isn't it time to stop manipulating data though the backend, creating SQL queries to report in Excel, 
questioning your application security, getting frustrated with poor scenario comparisons, or using 3rd 
party tools to enter and edit data?

Do your work faster, with less effort. Entero MOSAIC is one comprehensive solution that supports 
corporate, project, and well level processes for reserves, economics, and declines.

Reclaim Your Time.

Reserves, Economics, and Declines Software



      
NOWTHEN

COLUMN BY BUDDY WOODROOF

SEPTEMBER 
1955

SEPTEMBER 
1980

SEPTEMBER 
2000

What is the quickest identifier of an 
engineering student on college campuses 

circa 1955….thick glasses, poorly 
coordinated attire, limited social skills? 

None of the above…. the correct answer 
will be revealed in this month’s History Quiz.

What was the hottest stimulation treat-
ment circa 1955? Extra-high injection rate 

sand fracs, pumped at an  
astounding 30-40 bpm!

The future of the Argentine oil industry 
may hang by a political thread, namely, 
the reelection of President Juan Peron 

(remember, Eva’s husband). Peron favors 
foreign oil investments, while his political 

opponents do not. 

Mexican natural gas may soon be flowing 
into U.S. markets, as Pemex negotiates 

with Texas Eastern Transmission to build 
a 400-mile pipeline from Reynosa to 

Beaumont (my, how things have changed!).

U.S. active rig count – 2,766; 

East Texas crude oil - $2.90/bbl

The Chinese oil ministry is being purged 
following the collapse of a rig in the Gulf 

of Po Hai in which 72 men were killed, 
including some of China’s top oil experts. 
The Chinese press reported that safety 
warnings were ignored, and a 70-mph 

gale hit the rig. 

The French government reports plans to 
exchange electronic warfare equipment 

for Iraqi crude oil. 

For the first time in history, the U.S. active 
rig count averaged 3,000 for a calendar 

month (3,045 for August). 

Saudi Arabia has reportedly completed 
negotiations for 100% acquisition of 

Aramco. The takeover agreement will 
include continued guaranteed access to 
crude for the four Aramco members….

Exxon, Mobil, Socal, and Texaco.

U.S. active rig count – 3,076

T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E  YA R N
aving examined in recent issues the life and times of 
the three great American entrepreneurs of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, all three of which had 
unique impacts on the fledgling oil industry, we saw 
first-hand how John D. Rockefeller, Henry Ford, and 

Andrew Carnegie dominated and ultimately monopolized the industries 
that they built. They pretty well had their way until the descendant of a 
wealthy New York family appeared on the scene. As he rose to power on 
the American political scene, he put the “fat cats” on notice that he was 
going to put the brakes on the growth of huge, monopolistic corporations, 
and in the process, he took on four of the richest, most powerful men in 
America at that time. He was the fleshy-faced, thick-necked, pugnacious 
figure with the huge teeth, namely, the man they called “Teddy.”
 

     America’s business elite was wary of Theodore Roosevelt from the 
start. He turned out to be the first president to aggressively use the  
powers of government to set rules for the headlong U.S. economy and the 
men he called “malefactors of great wealth.” When President William 
McKinley chose Teddy as his running mate in 1900, Ohio senator Mark 
Hanna, the business-friendly GOP power broker who had engineered 
McKinley’s rise, was horrified. “Don’t any of you realize,” Hanna raged 
at fellow Republicans, “there’s only one life between this madman and 
the presidency?” As governor of New York, the job he occupied before 
joining McKinley’s ticket, Roosevelt had pushed legislation to clean 
up sweatshops, strengthen state inspection of factories, and cap the  
workday at eight hours. He was no radical, but he was convinced that if 
the legitimate grievances of laborers and the poor were not addressed, 
they would rise up and take matters into their own hands.

H

Blockades by truckers, farmers, and 
fishermen over escalating fuel prices 

have spread to the UK, France, Germany, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands. 

Pemex reports plans to drill five 
deepwater wildcats during the next 7-10 

years in the Gulf of Mexico in 600-1,400m 
of water. 

Three double-hulled Millennium-class 
tankers are being built at a cost of $150 

million apiece to transport 1 million bbl of 
Alaskan crude cargo each from Alaska to 

the U.S. West Coast. 

Chevron reached a $7 million 
settlement with the EPA and the 

Department of Justice concerning alleged 
violations of the Clean Air Act at its 

El Segundo, California refinery marine 
terminal, which is 1.5 miles offshore.

Light sweet crude oil - $34.65/bbl;  

Natural gas - $5.10/MMbtu;  

U.S. active rig count – 1,012 

6  September, 2015



QUIZ
S E P T E M B E R 

What is the quickest identifier of an engineering 
student on college campuses circa 1955?

A N S W E R  T O  M AY ’ S  Q U I Z

The first reported oil production from Maverick  
County in South Texas (now a part of the Eagle Ford 
play) was from the Austin Chalk formation in 1955.

If you would like to participate in this month’s quiz, e-mail your 

answer to contest@spe.org by noon, September 15. The winner, 

who will be chosen randomly from all correct answers, will 

receive a $50 gift card to a nice restaurant.

By comparison, McKinley had been everything a robber baron could 
hope for in a president. He consulted with Wall Street on economic policy, 
kept tariffs high to protect American industry resulting in increased 
prices for consumers, and never moved to curb the growth of trusts, 
the huge enterprises that gathered together smaller companies to form 
near-monopolies. Oil, steel, rubber, copper—the major sectors of the 
economy—were becoming dominated by behemoths like Rockefeller’s 
Standard Oil, which marketed 84% of the petroleum products in the U.S. 
As large companies gobbled up smaller ones, McKinley did nothing to 
spoil the feeding frenzy. The Sherman Antitrust Act, passed in 1890, was 
a feeble weapon to begin with, but McKinley didn’t even take the trouble 
to use it.

Next month, the fat cats weigh in on the 
free enterprise system.

CONTRACT REVIEW / NEGOTIATION
EMPLOYMENT 

NON-COMPETES 
SEVERANCE

CIVIL RIGHTS LITIGATION
COMPETITIVE RATES

440 LOUISIANA STREET, SUITE 900
HOUSTON, TX

ARMSTRONGATLAW.COM

OVER 25 YEARS 
SERVING ENERGY PROFESSIONALS

&ARMSTRONG   ASSOCIATES

Reduce Risks/Costs
Improve Efficiency

HazID/HazOP
DWOPDrill Well

On Paper

Third-party facilitation of

2 Northpoint Dr., Ste. 700, Houston TX 77060
281.774.1000 / www.signaengineering.com

Hazard Identification/
Hazardous Operations

A P R I L’ S  W I N N E R 
Walt Laflin, Consultant 

Upstream Oil & Gas Engineering



© 2015 Baker Hughes Incorporated. All Rights Reserved.  42360  01/2015

Understand your deepwater environment and maximize production faster with the 
best information available.

From evaluation and sampling, to imaging and magnetic resonance, our complete 
portfolio of reliable wireline technologies is second to none. And when you add 
our decades of field-proven experience meticulously planning projects, thoroughly 
interpreting data, and efficiently deploying our innovative wireline technologies in the 
Gulf of Mexico deepwater environment, you simply get the best evaluation to help 
you optimize your development program.

Call us or visit BakerHughes.com/GoM-Wireline and learn how reevaluating your 
options can optimize your evaluation.

+1 713-268-6218 or 24/7 Deepwater Operations: +1 337-837-1101

Reevaluate your 
deepwater development.
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Study 
Group

11:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
David Hall

President and CEO
Novatek, Inc.

LOCATION
Norris Center – Westchase

9990 Richmond Ave., Ste. 102
Houston, TX 77042

EVENT CONTACT
Skip Davis

281-359-8556
skip.davis@pega.com

MEMBERS
$40

NON-MEMBERS
$45

STUDENTS
$10

Thursday
9.3.15

DAVID R. HALL

Drawing on his many years of experience, Mr. Hall will discuss his perspective on innovation. 
Novatek is a “modern Edison lab” that has fine-tuned the intellectual property process. 
Everything is done in-house, including the brainstorming, legal legwork, and actual machining 
of prototypes. His interests include: R&D management, strategic partnerships, long-term 
planning, and high pressure and high temperature materials and equipment. His talk will be 
followed by a dynamic question and answer session.

Trials and Failure Precede 
Lasting Success

David is the current President and CEO of Novatek, a technology company founded 
by his father, located in Provo, Utah. Novatek has generated over 600 patents since its 
inception in 1955 and continues to focus on producing “disruptive technologies with 
global-scale impacts.” Through his long-time involvement in the family business, David 
has been immersed in a culture of “constant experimenting and prototyping,” giving 
him a wealth of experience from which to talk about how success and failure both lead 
to innovation.

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

© 2015 Baker Hughes Incorporated. All Rights Reserved.  42360  01/2015

Understand your deepwater environment and maximize production faster with the 
best information available.

From evaluation and sampling, to imaging and magnetic resonance, our complete 
portfolio of reliable wireline technologies is second to none. And when you add 
our decades of field-proven experience meticulously planning projects, thoroughly 
interpreting data, and efficiently deploying our innovative wireline technologies in the 
Gulf of Mexico deepwater environment, you simply get the best evaluation to help 
you optimize your development program.

Call us or visit BakerHughes.com/GoM-Wireline and learn how reevaluating your 
options can optimize your evaluation.

+1 713-268-6218 or 24/7 Deepwater Operations: +1 337-837-1101

Reevaluate your 
deepwater development.

Three diameters. 
One tool.

   

nov.com/bhe           
Anderreamer™ 3D Tool           
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Study 
Group

11:30 AM TO 12:30 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
Jessica Morgan

Senior Engineering Technologist
Black Stone Minerals

LOCATION
Sheraton Brookhollow

3000 North Loop West Freeway
Houston, TX 77092

EVENT CONTACT
Jessica Morgan
281-685-0594

jmorgan@blackstoneminerals.com

MEMBERS
$38/$48 Walk-In

NON-MEMBERS
$38/$48 Walk-In

STUDENTS
$10

Tuesday
9.8.15

Jessica is the current Chair of the Petro-Tech Study Group, having been on the 
committee since 2011. Jessica has thirteen years of experience in the industry moving 
from admin to tech to technologist in quick succession. She has extensive experience 
in data analysis, reserves reporting, database administration, corporate compliance and 
reporting, and software development/troubleshooting, to name a few.

Jessica has been a member of SPE for seven years and has been employed at Black 

Stone Minerals as a Senior Engineering Technologist for the last five years.  Prior to 

Black Stone, she was part of the Engineering team at Goodrich Petroleum for eight 

years.  She’s a single mom of two teenagers and an avid genealogist. She enjoys a wide 

range of activities from hunting and archery to scrapbooking, photography,  

and reading.

JESSICA MORGAN

The roles and responsibilities of Petro-Techs are ever evolving. Join us for a brief overview 
of tech disciplines and roles, and an overview of how the Petro-Tech Study Group can help you 
evolve in your profession. We will present the program year calendar as well as unveil new and 
exciting efforts to expand and grow the group to bring new and better opportunities  
for members.

Petro-Techs – Ever Evolving

PETRO-TECH

www.cardnoppi.com

920 Memorial City Way, Suite 900, Houston, TX 77024 
Phone 713 464 2200  Email usoilandgas@cardno.com

Cardno PPI   
SEMS Compliance Services
 > Consultants and Clerks
 > Customized Documents
 > Software Solutions
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Study 
Group

On September 8, 2015, the International Study Group (ISG), in conjunction with the Health, 
Safety, Security, Environmental and Social Responsibility (HSSE-SR) Study Group, is hosting 
a panel session and luncheon at the Petroleum Club of Houston on “Local Content in Mexico:  
Challenges and Opportunities.” 
 
The event will focus on:
• Current and upcoming local content policies and regulations
• Experience of global companies managing local content in the oil and gas value chain in Mexico
 
Attendees will leave with a better understanding of:
• Local content requirements in Mexico, current and forthcoming 
• Perceived versus actual risks of local content in Mexico
• Opportunities for Mexico and the industry through local content 

Following this event, SPE GCS plans to host a series of events on relevant and timely 
sustainable development and HSSE-SR topics in Mexico.

The panel session is sponsored by the Institute of International Education (IIE), an 
independent not-for-profit organization dedicated to international education and training. 
More information on the IIE may be found at their website, iie.org.

Local Content in Mexico: 
Challenges and  
Opportunities

11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKERS
Hector Marquez Solis

Natalie Stirling-Sanders
Tony Payan, Ph.D

LOCATION
The Petroleum Club of Houston
1201 Louisiana Street, 35th Floor

Houston, TX 77002

EVENT CONTACT
Mary Beth Snodgrass

713-882-3665
mbs@localcontenect.com

MEMBERS
$35/$40 Walk-In

NON-MEMBERS
$40/$45 Walk-In

Tuesday
9.8.15

The panel of experts on local content and related issues in Mexico will include highly 
experienced and knowledgeable speakers from government, academia, and industry. 
Speakers will include: Hector Marquez Solis, the Head of Procurement for the Mexican 
Government’s Ministry of Economy; Natalie Stirling-Sanders, the Global Manager of 
Local Content, Supplier Diversity, and Sustainable Procurement for ExxonMobil’s Global 
Services Company; and Tony Payan, Ph.D, the Françoise and Edward Djerejan Fellow 
for Mexico Studies and the Director of the Mexico Center at Rice University’s Baker Institute.

Hector Marquez Solis
Head of Procurement, 
Ministry of Economy, Government of Mexico

Natalie Stirling-Sanders
Global Manager of Local Content, Supplier Diversity, and Sustainable 
Procurement
ExxonMobil Global Services Company

Tony Payan, Ph.D
Director, Mexico Center
Baker Institute, Rice University

SPEAKERS

INTERNATIONAL AND HSSE-SR
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www.EnventureGT.com
1.281.552.2200

EXPAND YOUR POSSIBILITIES

®

Stop squeezing. Start expanding.Stop squeezing. Start expanding.Stop squeezing. Start expanding.

Success Rate
Solutions 

Matrix
Cement 
Squeeze

Solid 
Expandable

Longevity Low High

Isolation Low to 
Medium High

Integrity Low to 
Medium High

Save the cement!  Contact 
the expandable tubular experts 
at Enventure to maximize the 
effi ciency and value of your well.

$115K
CURABLE RESIN-COATED SAND

INCREASED NPV

WELL MAINTENANCE

PER STAGE BY
REDUCING

REDUCING COST PER BOE.
READ THE WHOLE STORY AT FMSA.COM/CURABLENPV
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Roger joined the oilfield over 20 years ago after graduating from the 
University of the West Indies with a Bachelor of Science Honors in 
Electrical and Computer Engineering.  

Roger now works as the Well Placement Technical Specialist for 
BP’s Global Wells Organization western hemisphere operations. Since 
joining BP, he has worked on several process safety workflows related 
to real time anti-collision management and a systematic approach to 

relief well trajectory design.
Roger worked for a major service company before joining BP in 2011 and has held 

several technical and managerial positions. He’s worked in several countries including 
Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, Colombia, Brazil, India and the United States Gulf  
of Mexico.

As a member of SPE for the last 15 years, Roger has authored and presented over a 
dozen technical papers on a wide variety of drilling optimization topics. A few of his 
SPE publications have been peer reviewed by SPE. In 2014, Roger received the SPE 
North America Gulf Coast Regional Drilling Engineering Award which recognized those 
who help to achieve SPE’s goals for technology dissemination. 

The most recent paper Roger delivered was at the SPE/IADC 2015 Drilling 
Conference in London: SPE-173097-MS, “A Guide to Relief Well Trajectory Design using 
Multidisciplinary Collaborative Well Planning Technology.” Roger will present this paper 
and the challenges involved in designing relief wells from a well placement perspective 
at this event.

ROGER B. GOOBIE

To meet the new regulatory requirements, many oil and gas companies are looking for ways to 
produce reliable relief well plans without generating intercept plans for every casing section. 
In the GoM, BP has been working to make the relief well planning process more transparent, 
efficient, and consistent through (1) a systematic, repeatable relief well planning methodology 
that establishes a standard range of boundary conditions and (2) a specialized set of engineering 
tools that enable teams across the organization to generate similar results.

Challenges Involved in  
Designing Relief Wells  
From a Well Placement  
Perspective

DRILLING

11:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
Roger B. Goobie

Well Placement Specialist 
BP GOM Drilling Excellence Group

LOCATION
The Greenspoint Club
16925 Northchase Dr.
Houston, TX 77060

EVENT CONTACT
Tom Wick

713-806-2631
tom.wick@nov.com

MEMBERS
$35 

NON-MEMBERS
$45

Wednesday
09.9.15

Study 
Group
Study 
Group
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Energy Markets and  
Uncertainty: What  
Does the Future Hold?

12:00 PM TO 1:30 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
Dr. Ken Medlock 

Senior Director of the Center for 
Energy Studies
Rice University

LOCATION
Houston Marriott Westchase Hotel

2900 Briarpark Dr.
Houston, TX 77042

EVENT CONTACT
Barry Faulkner
281-627-8790

barryfaulkner@earthlink.net

MEMBERS
$35 

NON-MEMBERS
$40

Thursday
9.10.15

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D., is the James A. Baker, III, and Susan G. 
Baker Fellow in Energy and Resource Economics at Rice University’s 
Baker Institute for Public Policy. He is the senior director of the Center 
for Energy Studies, as well as an adjunct professor and lecturer in the 
Department of Economics and adjunct assistant professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at Rice University. He is a principal in the 

development of the Rice World Natural Gas Trade Model, aimed at assessing the future 
of international natural gas trade. He has published numerous scholarly articles in his 
primary areas of interest: natural gas markets, energy commodity price relationships, 
gasoline markets, transportation, national oil company behavior, economic 
development and energy demand, and energy use and the environment. 

Medlock is currently the vice president for conferences for the United States 

Association for Energy Economics (USAEE), and previously served as vice president 

for academic affairs. He has won several awards and fellowships for his work. Medlock 

has served as an advisor to the U.S. Department of Energy and the California Energy 

Commission in their respective energy modeling efforts. Dr. Medlock received his Ph.D. 

in Economics from Rice University in 2000, and held the MD Anderson Fellowship at 

the Baker Institute from 2000 to 2001.

NOTE: This is a joint meeting luncheon with the SPE-GCS Technology Transfer Committee. They and 

RPSEA (Research Partnership for Secure Energy for America) are conducting a two-day technology 

conference September 9 - 10 on Ultra-Deep Water Research.  If you wish to register for the Ultra-Deep 

Water Research conference, please go to this SPE-GCS webpage - http://www.spegcs.org/events/2960/. 

This joint luncheon meeting will be held on the second day of this technology conference. If you wish to 

attend only the General Meeting luncheon, please go to the General Meeting webpage.

KENNETH B. MEDLOCK III

The one constant is change. Nowhere is this truer than in energy markets, a fact which renders 
predicting the future with any precision to be folly. However, an outlook rooted in fundamental 
analysis is important to understanding the long  term evolution of markets as well as the short 
term instigators of uncertainty. Global crude oil and natural gas markets are each in a period of 
transition, although for different reasons. In each case, pricing is a major source of uncertainty 
for commercial interests and policy makers alike. Is the current weakness in oil and gas market 
prices a harbinger of a “new normal”? How will current and emerging policy paradigms influence 
market outcomes? More importantly, what can help us answer such questions? This talk will 
highlight critical issues in understanding what the future may hold.

GENERAL MEETING
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Uday Turaga is CEO of ADI Analytics, a boutique energy and chemical 
consulting firm based in Houston, TX.  Through more than 15 years 
of experience at ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil, Booz, and ADI, Turaga 
brings deep commercial and technical expertise in oil and gas, coal, 
renewables, and chemicals.  

Turaga has led the ADI team to advise Fortune 500 companies, 
cleantech start-ups, government agencies, and investors on market entry, strategic 
planning, competitive positioning, and technology assessment.  Over the past six years, 
ADI Analytics has completed more than 150 projects for over 70 clients, including BP, 
Shell, Chevron, BASF, Mitsui, Honeywell, KKR, and the U.S. Department of Energy.

Turaga holds a PhD in Fuel Science from Penn State and an MBA from the University 
of Texas at Austin.  He has been recognized by the U.S. National Academy of 
Engineering, the American Chemical Society, and the Penn State Alumni Association.  
Finally, Turaga is a frequent speaker at conferences globally and has been featured by 
National Public Radio, Bloomberg, and the Australian Financial Review.

UDAY TURAGA

The shale gas boom has led to large quantities of cheap natural gas becoming available to 
companies. Many companies are looking at different monetization options and the most talked 
about option is LNG. Most attention is given to large-scale LNG projects with the aim of exporting 
to large markets such as Europe and Asia, but small-scale LNG is also an attractive monetization 
that many companies are considering. Small-scale LNG offers both unique opportunities and 
challenges ranging from supplying smaller regional markets for marine or industrial use to 
capital expenditure problems that arise from a lack of economies of scale. This presentation will 
explore the opportunities and challenges that companies involved with small-scale LNG can face 
as well as give insight through analysis of markets, companies, technologies, strategies,  
and economics.

Opportunities for  
Small-Scale LNG  
in North America

11:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
Dr. Uday Turaga

Chief Executive Officer 
ADI Analytics LLC

LOCATION
The Greenspoint Club
16925 Northchase Dr.
Houston, TX 77060

EVENT CONTACT
Sumitra Mukhopadhyay

281-784-5742
smukhopadhyay 

@superiorenergy.com

MEMBERS
$40

NON-MEMBERS
$45/$50 Walk-In

STUDENTS/UNEMPLOYED
$10

Tuesday
9.15.15

NORTHSIDE
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For more information contact 
cesimkt@flotekind.com
or call 
832-308-CESI (2374)

Orange is the new green

Flotek’s citrus-based, environmentally friendly CnF® fracturing 
additives will revolutionize the way the world thinks about 
fracturing and will improve your production.

S P E - G C S  C O N N E C T

Register by 24 August and receive USD 100 o�  full-conference registration.

Vibrant vision
New perspectives

Society of Petroleum Engineers
Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition

Houston, Texas, USA • 28–30 September 2015
George R. Brown Convention Center • www.spe.org/go/atce15gcs

ATCE—a tradition of unrivaled technical content, 
exhibits, and networking opportunities. 

More than 12,000 professionals from 70+ countries are expected 
to attend SPE’s annual meeting of members and the leading event in E&P. 

Browse the conference preview and register at www.spe.org/go/atce15gcs.
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MATT CZAPSKI

In many unconventional reservoirs, accurately predicting effective fracture height remains one 
of the biggest challenges. In thick-stacked plays like the Wolfcamp formation in the Delaware 
Basin, effective fracture height becomes a critical factor in determining the number of stacked 
laterals required to successfully develop the acreage. ConocoPhillips recently designed a vertical 
fracture characterization well to empirically determine and gain critical insight into created 
fracture height. The presentation will review the framework, observations, and findings from 
this project and will offer a comparison to other diagnostics used for characterizing  
fracture geometry.

SPEAKER
Matt Czapski 

Senior Completion Engineer
ConocoPhillips

LOCATION
Norris Center – Westchase

9990 Richmond Ave., Ste. 102
Houston, TX 77042

EVENT CONTACT
Stephen Loving
713-328-2244

stephen.loving@corelab.com

MEMBERS
$40 

NON-MEMBERS
$45

Wednesday
9.16.15

Vertical Fracture 
Characterization in the Delaware 
Basin Wolfcamp Using Multiple 
Diagnostic Technologies

Matt Czapski is a senior completion engineer at ConocoPhillips where he has worked in 
the Permian Shale group for the past three years.  He has provided overall completion 
optimization and delivery of horizontal wells in the Delaware Basin’s multiple stacked 
pay targets during this time.  Matt’s primary focus has been in unconventional 
horizontal completions with experience in multiple areas, including Haynesville, 
Western Canada, and Permian conventional formations. Matt received a B.S. degree in 
Civil Engineering from Texas A&M University.

WESTSIDE
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11:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

EVENT INFO

Thursday
9.17.15

SPEAKER
Xiao-Hui Wu

Senior Earth Modeling Advisor
ExxonMobil Upstream  

Research Company

LOCATION
Sullivan’s Steakhouse
4608 Westheimer Rd
Houston, TX 77027

EVENT CONTACT
Alexsandra Martinez

956-249-0994
alexsandra.martinez 

@anadarko.com

MEMBERS
$35 

NON-MEMBERS
$40

XIAO-HUI WU
Xiao-Hui Wu joined ExxonMobil Upstream Research Company in 
1997 and is currently a senior earth modeling advisor. His research 
covers geologic modeling, unstructured gridding, upscaling, reduced 
order modeling, and uncertainty quantification. Wu holds a Ph.D. in 
Mechanical Engineering from The University of Tennessee and has 
done post-doctoral studies in applied mathematics at California 

Institute of Technology. He has been a technical editor for the SPE Journal and has 
served on the SPE Reservoir Simulation Symposium program committee.

Subsurface uncertainty is one of the main challenges in using reservoir models to predict field 
performance for development and depletion planning purposes. The importance of reliable 
characterization of subsurface uncertainty and its impact on reservoir performance predictions 
is essential to robust decision making in the upstream industry, and this is especially true for 
large projects in complex geologic settings.  However, despite recent advances in reservoir 
modeling and simulation, reliable quantification of the impact of subsurface uncertainty 
remains difficult in practice. This lecture presents an analysis of the challenge and possible 
resolutions. Relying on computing power alone may not address the challenge.  Instead, we must 
look at reservoir modeling and performance prediction holistically, from modeling objectives to 
appropriate techniques of incorporating reservoir heterogeneity into models.

How to Predict Reservoir 
Performance with  
Subsurface Uncertainty  
at Multiple Scales

RESERVOIR

WHAT MAKES TIW AN INNOVATOR?

IMAGINATION
Maximizing customer productivity.

	 •	Liner	Hanger	Systems
	 •	Expandable	Systems
	 •	Completion	Systems

	 •	Safety	and	Kelly	Valves
	 •	Window	Cutting	Products
	 •	Rental	Tools

Call:	713.729.2110	or	log	on	at	www.tiwoiltools.com

ENGINEERING INNOVATION WORLDWIDE

A Pearce Industries Company
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John Jasek was named to this position in October 2014 and is 
responsible for optimizing operational performance and exploiting 
best practices across Newfield’s assets. He previously served as 
Vice President – Onshore Gulf Coast. Jasek also held the role of Vice 
President, Gulf of Mexico, leading the Company’s Gulf of Mexico team. 
Prior to joining Newfield in 2000 as a reservoir engineer, Jasek worked 

for Anadarko Petroleum Corporation and Amoco Production Company. Jasek is a 
member of the Society of Petroleum. He is a graduate of Texas A&M University with a 
degree in Petroleum Engineering.

NOTE: SEASON PASS HOLDERS: You do not need to register for this event, as your Season Pass has 

automatically registered you for all 2015-2016 Business Development events. Thank you for being a 

Season Pass Holder!

 

NOT A SEASON PASS HOLDER? You can lock in savings and be automatically pre-registered for all nine 

2015-2016 events. Simply utilize the below link to a “faux” meeting and register as you would normally….

and you are in for the entire season! http://www.spegcs.org/events/2962/

JOHN JASEK

Newfield has allocated 70% of its 2015 budget to the SCOOP and STACK trends of the Anadarko 
Basin, where it has impressive total holdings of 300,000 net acres. While representing 28% of 
its proved reserves, the Anadarko Basin provides 50% of Newfield’s 1.8 bboe of future drilling 
resource. With challenging commodity prices, logistical efficiency and operational excellence 
are required to preserve margins and facilitate continued development. What are the petroleum 
system fundamentals of these plays? How has industry progressed each of these opportunities? 
How is Newfield developing its impressive asset? What operational improvements has it made 
both on the surface (ex: logistics) and in the pay horizons (ex: Hz and vertical spacing)? What 
have the EUR and cost reduction benefits of these activities been? What other advancements can 
we expect in the upcoming year?  

Please join us at the Four Seasons for this informative discussion. The popular format of a 
business & social networking hour, with complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar, followed 
by an hour-long program including a Q&A session, will begin at 5:00 pm in the Mezzanine.

Newfield: An Overview of
the SCOOP/STACK by a
Best-in-Class Operator

5:00 PM TO 7:00 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
John Jasek

Sr. VP of Operations
Newfield Exploration Company

LOCATION
Four Seasons Hotel

1300 Lamar
Houston, TX 77010

EVENT CONTACT
Cody Felton     
281-221-3042

Cody.Felton@energynet.com  

MEMBERS
$40/$50 Walk-In 

NON-MEMBERS
$45/$50 Walk-In 

Wednesday
9.23.15

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
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S P E - G C S  C O N N E C T

A Tracer Production Log™ gives continuous data to help plan your next well:
• Clean out efficiency
• Compare geology with oil and gas productivity
• Assess stimulation design effectiveness
• Well trajectory and spacing optimization

Know where you are and where you want to be. Frac Smarter with Tracerco.

To learn more about our local field and lab capabilities contact:
4106 New West Drive 
Pasadena, TX 77507, USA 
Tel: +1 281-291-7769  |  Fax: +1 281-291-7709  
blog.tracerco.com/how-to-cut-drilling-costs

Know if your frac wells  
are connected.
Or      connected.

not

S P E - G C S  C O N N E C T

When it comes to petrophysics, one size 
does not fit all. Spend smarter with 
our made-to-order interpretations.

petrophysicalsolutions.com

P E T R O P H Y S I C S  T H A T  P A Y S  O F F

Logs a 
mess?

Bespoke
solutions.
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Mary Van Domelen is an engineering advisor at Continental Resources. She has 30 
years of experience in research and practical application of well completions. Before 
joining the company, she worked for Maersk Oil and Chesapeake Energy in horizontal 
drilling and completion operations. She has coauthored more than 30 papers and 
holds several patents. Mary earned a BS in Chemical Engineering from the University of 
Oklahoma. She has participated in organizing committees for SPE conferences.

MARY VAN DOMELEN

Economic development of low permeability unconventional reservoirs has necessitated 
the development of advanced horizontal drilling, completion, and stimulation techniques. 
This presentation starts with two questions: does completion technology lag behind drilling 
technology? Can we drill longer wells than we can effectively complete/stimulate? For the 
resource plays of today, the challenges for completion technologies to keep pace with drilling 
advances are different from the past. Economics, supply chain, logistics, and environmental 
challenges may present the largest hurdles. The presentation concludes with the questions: Are 
completion engineers prepared to effectively stimulate and complete a 3-mile lateral? What 
will future field developments look like, and what kinds of new completion technologies are 
required? Can we bridge the gap between drilling and completion in unconventional reservoirs?

Bridging the Gap Between 
Drilling and Completions: 
Challenges and Solutions  
in Horizontal Wells

11:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

EVENT INFO

SPEAKER
Mary Van Domelen

Engineering Advisor
Continental Resources

LOCATION
The Greenspoint Club
16925 Northchase Dr.
Houston, Texas 77060

EVENT CONTACT
Shree Krishna
919-413-9670

shreekrishna@gmail.com

MEMBERS
$35 

NON-MEMBERS
$40

Wednesday
9.30.15

COMPLETIONS & PRODUCTION
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www.rpsea.org/events/483

Network with the highest level of industry peers and join a Technical Advisory Committee. 
Be one of the voices that helps shape the future of progress.

RPSEA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit multi-purpose entity established to facilitate a public-private cooperative effort to identify and develop new methods and integrated systems for 
safely exploring, producing, and transporting-to-market energy or other derivative products.

Ultra-Deepwater Conference
Marriott Westchase | 2900 Briarpark Dr. Houston, TX 77042

September 9-10, 2015
$100 Members (RPSEA or SPE)

$500 Non-members

Hear Papers on Testing the Deep Draft Dry Tree concept, new Composite Risers and Riser integrity, Flow Assurance, Deep 
water cementing,  Safety, Risk Assessment, Intelligent BOP problems, Annular buildup mitigation, subsea DC, Metocean 

studies, FPSO’s, Human Factors, Frac detection, and the SEAM Pore Pressure prediction project.  

JOIN RPSEA TO TRANSFORM THE ENERGY INDUSTRY
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Innovative
Directional Drilling
services centered around

       + 
High Performance Rigs

Unearth additional performance gains when you 
pair a rig with a downhole toolset - designed to work 
together. Learn more:

www.precisiondrilling.com/directional 
- high quality people
- lower well costs and HSE risk
- higher quality wellbore

Integrated Directional Drilling Services

S P E - G C S  C O N N E C T

Committee: Auxiliary

EVENT INFO

FRIDAY

9.11.15
EVENT LOCATION
Brio Tuscan Grille at City Centre
12808 Queensbury Lane, Ste. 100
Houston, TX  77024 
713-973-9610

PROGRAM
Natural Fall Arrangements

PRICE
$35

EVENT CONTACTS
Evelyn Earlougher  Nancy Hill
281-419-1328   281-435-1619
eearlougher@comcast.net Nancyhill2444@sbcglobal.net 
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EVENT INFO

WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY

9.9.15 - 9.10.15
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

EVENT LOCATION
Westchase Marriott
2900 Briarpark Dr.
Houston, TX 77042

EVENT CONTACT
William (Bill) Head
281-690-5519
bhead@rpsea.org

MEMBERS
$100

NON-MEMBERS
$500

The RPSEA Ultra-Deepwater (UDW) program conducts research 
that targets technologies that are beneficial to offshore operators 
working in the Gulf of Mexico and other deepwater environments. 

Research Partnership to  
Secure Energy for America, 
Ultra-Deepwater Research

Topics will include the latest technologies in:
• Design and development of offshore deepwater technologies and operations 
• Best current risk assessment and management strategies to improve    
 environmental and safety practices 
• Real-time monitoring, cementing practices and materials, pressure prediction 
• Power distribution, HPHT operations and subsea measurement 
• Analysis of corrosion and scale, hydrate modeling 
• Climate variability and hurricane modeling, prediction of hurricanes for GOM 

Registration includes continental breakfast, lunch buffet, and breaks on both days. 
For those individuals who need professional development hours, certificates will be 
provided based on the number of sessions attended.

Committee: Technology Transfer

Committee: Young Professionals

EVENT INFO

SUNDAY

9.13.15
10:30 AM TO 2:00 PM

Please join SPE-GCS Young Professionals in their support of The 
Beacon, a nonprofit organization helping the poor and homeless 
populations of the Houston area. 

Volunteering at the Beacon

EVENT LOCATION
The Beacon Center
1212 Prairie Street
Houston, TX  77002

EVENT CONTACT
Catalina Leal
832-729-5462
Catalina.leal@bakerhughes.com

Since opening in 2007, The Beacon has grown from serving 80 clients per day 
to serving 600-800 clients daily in four core programs: The Beacon Day Center, 
Cathedral Clinic at The Beacon, Brigid’s Hope at The Beacon, and Cathedral Justice 
Project at The Beacon. These four programs come together under one roof to 
provide meals, showers, laundry service, case management, medical and psychiatric 
care, pro bono legal services and pastoral care. 

More than 85% of the services at The Beacon are operated by volunteers. On 
September 13th, it will be the SPE-GCS Young Professionals who answer the call. Come 
and bring friends or family!

Please have a good breakfast before arriving in order to remain fit throughout the 
event since our service extends beyond the typical lunchtime, and the work may 
involve some physical activity. You may also bring gently used or new items to donate.
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2015   PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING EXAM
RESULTS FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING

First Timers    71%   Second+ Timers   3%
National Average Pass Rate  57%

PE Exam Application Deadline Date:  September 1, 2015
Next Petroleum PE Exam Date:  October 30, 2015

2015 HOUSTON COURSES               
September  24 – 28 // OCTOBER  5 – 9

P: 405-822-6761 | E: bingwines@cox.net
winrockengineeringinc.com

866.877.1008  |  FTSI.COM

IMPROVE THE ECONOMICS
OF YOUR NEW AND

REFRACTURED WELLS
FTSI’s NuFlo® system is a suite of degradable diverting 

agents with various particle sizes designed to temporarily 
block existing fractures, allowing new fractures to develop. 
The NuFlo® system is customizable for near wellbore and 
far-field applications to help you get the most out of your 

refrac and new well completions. Learn more at FTSI.COM

A LEADER IN
WELL COMPLETION

SPE_GulfCoast_Ad_02.indd   1 7/9/15   3:47 PM

 

 

  The Wells Team LLC.   
   Deep Water Engineers
   Providing Services in: 
      Well Planning 
      Wellbore Certifications 
      Consulting 
  979-479-5778      713-825-9544 
  A Registered Engineering Firm 13155 
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EVENT INFO

SATURDAY

9.26.15 
8:00 AM

EVENT LOCATION
Galveston Island
Menard Park, 27th & Seawall Blvd.
2222 28th St
Galveston, TX 77550

EVENT CONTACT
Sheryl Rozier, Clean Galveston
409-762-3363
832-689-1099 (cell)

We need your help! Come join the SPE-GCS Community Service 
group to make an impactful difference within our environment by 
cleaning up Galveston Beach. 

Last year, more than 21 tons of trash was collected by Clean Galveston volunteers. 
Each volunteer will be given data cards, gloves, pencils and trash bags. Debris source 
and type will be recorded before all debris is discarded appropriately. All volunteers 
are advised to dress comfortably, wear closed-toe shoes, and bring sunscreen, hats, bug 
repellant and plenty of drinking water. 

Each year SPE International has a process to identify those members 
who make significant contributions to the industry.  In 2015, SPE 
recognized 54 individuals globally, 16 of whom were from the Gulf 
Coast Section. Congratulations to each of them! 

2015 Clean Galveston  
Volunteer Event

Gulf Coast Section – Global Recognition

Committee: Community Service 

Awards for 2016 will be considered this fall. If one of your colleagues is making a 
major contribution, please consider nominating them for an appropriate award. Details 
are available at www.spe.org/awards. 

Honorary Membership Syed A. Ali, Schlumberger
 J.J. Azar, University of Tulsa
 Thomas A. Blasingame, Texas A&M University

Distinguished Membership Larry K. Britt, NSI Fracturing and Britt Rock   
 Mechanics Laboratory
 Abu Rashid Hasan, Texas A&M University
 Richard C. Haut, Houston Advanced Research   
 George E. King, Apache
 George K. Wong, Shell

Distinguished Service Award Dennis E. Dria, Myden Energy Consulting

Distinguished Achievement Award  Akhil Datta-Gupta, Texas A&M University
for Petroleum Engineering Faculty

Young Member Outstanding Antonio C. Fernandez, Jefferies
Service Award
   
Completions Optimization Mehmet Parlar, Schlumberger
and Technology Award
  
Drilling Engineering Award Neal Adams, Neal Adams Services

Health, Safety, Security, Environment,  Tom Knode, Statoil
and Social Responsibility Award  

Management and Information Award Art J. Schroeder, Jr., Energy Valley

Production and Operations Award Luigi Saputelli, Frontender Corporation

All members should be proud that 
the Gulf Coast Section has been 
honored with the 2015 President’s 
Award for Section Excellence. 
Thanks to Jeanne Perdue, our  
2014-2015 Chair, all the Board 
members, and the leaders in all the 
Study Groups and Committees who 
did all the work to make this award 
possible.

2015 PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR 
SECTION EXCELLENCE
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Visualize the Possibilities

At Petrolink we see things a little more clearly.
You can too with our advanced real-time visualization tools.
From customizable displays and collaborative environments to
powerful analytics and reporting, we help you spot trends, gain insights
and see the potential in your operations.

www.petrolink.com

OTC BRASIL 2015
A N  E V E N T  O R G A N I Z E D  B Y  I B P  A N D  O T C

OTC BRASIL attracts the world’s 

foremost experts and companies to 

share knowledge and explore the 

latest offshore energy technologies!

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! |  go.otcbrasil.org/regOTCBrasil

27- 29 October  2015

Riocentro Exhibition and Convention Center   |   Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

THE ATLANTIC: FROM EAST TO WEST ---- AN OCEAN OF INNOVATION
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THU 4:00 PM TO FRI 8:00 PM

EVENT INFORMATION
There will be two flighted round robin events: 

Mixed Doubles – Thursday evening, November 5th 
Tournament Doubles – Friday, November 6th 

The tournament doubles event is open to men  
and women and is a combined bracket.  

Partners may be of the same gender or mixed. 

The committee will assist players who do not have a partner 
for any event.  

FLIGHTING
Championship – Advanced Players
A – Regular & Advanced Players
B – Intermediate Players
C – Non-regular Players & Beginners

The SPE-GCS Tennis Committee reserves the right to  
allocate players to a different flight if necessary. Please rank 

yourself on the honor system.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Lots of tennis, meeting old friends and making new ones. 

Door prizes, T-shirts, awards, meals and beverages.

Thursday – Light dinner
Friday – Breakfast, lunch and snacks 

Hit & Grab – Friday after lunch 
Award presentations, door prizes & 

heavy appetizers –  late Friday afternoon ~ 4PM

RULES OF ENTRY
The event is open to members, nonmembers, guests, and 

friends of SPE.  The only restriction is that tennis  
professionals are not allowed.

REGISTRATION
Thursday, November 5th – 4:00 – 6:00 PM

Friday, November 6th – 8:30 – 9:00 AM

IMPORTANT NOTICE
All paid participants must wear their name tags during this 

event to have access to the food and drinks.

ENTRY FEE INFORMATION
$125.00 per person – Fee covers Tournament and  

Mixed Doubles for an individual player.
$50.00 for those only playing Mixed Doubles.

$25.00 – Spouse/Guest (Not Playing)
Fees are due with entry form. 

 FOR REGISTRATION
www.spegcs.org/committees/tennis/

Thursday / Friday
November  5 - 6

The 32nd Annual Society of Petroleum Engineers Gulf Coast Section 
Tennis Tournament will be held on Thursday, November 5th, and Friday, 
November 6th, at the Houston Racquet Club, located at 10709 Memorial 
Drive in Houston, Texas. Proceeds from the tournament benefit the 
SPE-GCS Scholarship Fund, which supports college students studying 
petroleum engineering, math and sciences. In combination with other 
section functions, more than $3 million in scholarships has been 
awarded to well-deserving students through this program since 1963.

In 2014, we had a very successful tournament with 115 players 
participating. Registrations and sponsorships raised $35,000 in revenue. 
After tournament expenses, net proceeds of over $9,500 were contributed 
to the SPE-GCS Scholarship Fund.

Sponsors are a welcome and essential part of making this event a 
success. All sponsors will be recognized in the tournament program 
and on the sponsorship billboard that is exhibited throughout the 
tournament. Please see the Sponsor Form for sponsorship levels.  
In-kind donations for ditty bags and door prizes are also accepted.

On behalf of the entire 2015 SPE-GCS Tennis Committee, we look 
forward to seeing everyone for two fun-filled days of tennis competition!

SPE-GCS 32ND Annual 
Tennis Tournament

QUESTIONS
James Jackson
713-366-5704
James.Jackson 
@Halliburton.com

LOCATION
The Houston Racquet Club
10709 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024
713-464-4811
houstonracquetclub.com
 

 

START  TIMES
Mixed Doubles
Begins Thursday 
November 5th – 6:00 PM

Tournament Doubles
Begins Friday
November 6th – 9:00 AM

DEADLINE
October 30, 2015
Participation is limited! 
Entries accepted on a  
first-come, first-served basis.

 SPE-GCS Events: Tennis Tournament
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EVENT INFO

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY

9.28 - 9.30.15

EVENT LOCATION
George R. Brown Convention Center 

SPECIAL FEATURES

MONDAY 9.28.15
Sustainability 
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Panel Session: Gas Scrubber 
Design and Validation for 
Robust Separation Duty 
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm, Room 362A-C

ENGenious pavilion – During  
exhibit hours on Monday, September 
28, presentations, demonstrations, and 
company tech talks will take place on 
the ATCE Exhibition floor. 

TUESDAY 9.29.15
Projects, Facilities and  
Construction Sessions 
Flow Assurance 
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm, Room 330

Panel Session: Error Analysis  
and Uncertainty in Flow Assurance  
and Facility Design
8:30 am - 11:55 am, Room 352D-F

WEDNESDAY 9.30.15
Learn to Start your Own Business  
& Grow your Networking Skills 
8:30 am – 11:55 am 

New Technology 
8:30 am - 11:55 am, Room 330

Field Experience
2:00 pm - 4:30 pm, Room 330

VARIOUS TIMES 
How to Write a Good Paper 

Since its first annual conference 90 years ago, the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Annual Technical Conference and 
Exhibition (ATCE) has attracted more than a half-million of the 
exploration and production (E&P) industry’s greatest minds from 
approximately 70 countries around the world. On September 27-29, 
SPE’s flagship annual event will be right here at home! As the 
energy capital, Houston will host approximately 10,000 other SPE 
members and attendees at the George R. Brown Convention Center 
downtown. It is a great opportunity for our local and regional Gulf 
Coast Section members to host fellow SPE members. 

Houston Marks the Spot for 
ATCE 2015

“Even though it’s a down year in the industry, we are so fortunate to have ATCE in 
Houston this year,” says Janeen Judah, SPE 2017 president. “It is a great opportunity 
for local SPE members to meet and mingle with colleagues from all over the world, 
hear the latest papers, and see the latest technology and gear on the exhibit floor. 
With no travel expense and minimum time away from the office, there’s no excuse not 
to come! There will also be opportunities for Gulf Coast Section (GCS) members to 
volunteer at the event.” 

ATCE covers the upstream aspects of global conventional and unconventional 
resources. Groundbreaking papers and special technical events that are featured are 
designed to accelerate the application of innovations in every technical discipline as 
well as provide information on industry best practices, training sessions, new product 
launches, and networking opportunities. 

ATCE 2015 offers: 46 technical sessions, 34 training courses, SPE technical section 
events open to all attendees, extensive professional networking opportunities, young 
professional and student events and activities, and one of the largest technology 
exhibitions in the industry with nearly 400 exhibits and booths.

Do not miss this rare chance to be a part of SPE 2015 ATCE in Houston. There are 
many volunteer opportunities to get involved – just check www.spegcs.org. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

For a complete schedule of events and to register, go to: http://www.spe.org/atce/2015/.

Committee: Young ProfessionalsSPE International Annual Conference
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E V E N T

RECAP
The Emerging Engineers Conference (EEC) is an annual conference 
designed specifically for young professionals, which provides a forum 
to explore topics that will shape and develop their careers. This year, we 
had Janeen Judah as our keynote speaker, two panel sessions “The way 
forward when a barrel of oil is $50,” and “Starting an oil and gas company 
when the price of oil is $50”, and multiple breakout sessions. We had over 
140 YP attendees.
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These pictures are from the most recent YP 
volunteering event at The Beacon, a center offering 
facilities and services to Houston’s underserved and 
homeless population. We helped out with some 
cleaning and maintenance jobs, and then served 
some lunch! We had a great time giving back to our 
community and getting to know more people from our 
industry. The next volunteering events at The Beacon 
are scheduled for September 13th and November 8th.
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PERFORATING & 
LOGGING EQUIPMENT

Meeting your exacting requirements. 
Logging instruments | Perforating guns 

and setting tools | TCP firing heads
Energetics | Wireline hardware 

& selective firing systems

www.huntingplc.com © 2015 Hunting

Qtr Page Ads-05-01-15_Layout 1  5/1/15  2:52 PM  Page 1

(713) 981-5558 | info@pvisoftware.com | www.pvisoftware.com
Pegasus Vertex, Inc. | Drilling Software

Bridging Agent Size Selection

www.dyna-drill.com Power That Lasts™

•  Mud Motor Power Sections          •  Coil Tubing Power Sections   
    (Sizes: 2 7/8” to 11 1/2”)              (Sizes: 1 11/16” to 3 3/4”) 

•  Matrix-3® Coated Bearings            

Manufacturers of 
Drilling Motor Components

  

By engineering our SCALEGUARD® proppant-delivered scale 
inhibiting technology with KRYPTOSPHERE® HD ultra conductive, 
high-density ceramic proppant as the substrate, CARBO has 
created a unique technology ideally suited to Gulf of Mexico 
Lower Tertiary development.

The tailored technology provides the highest level of long-term 
conductivity and maintains fracture integrity under cyclic loading 
in ultra-high closure stress formations, together with long-term 
protection from scale throughout the entire production network.

Build enhanced production, reduced lifetime cost and less risk 
into your next deepwater Gulf of Mexico well with CARBO.

carboceramics.com

KRYPTOSPHERE HD

SCALEGUARD

Build more production 
and assurance into your 
deepwater wells
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TAMU-SPE 

Student Chapter Directory

HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Raymond McCoy

rqm3rd@yahoo.com

RICE
Yichen Liu

astron.liuy@gmail.com

TEXAS A&M
Shawn Guice

shawnjuice16@tamu.edu

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Aziz Rajan

rajan.aziz@gmail.com

 

T E X A S  A & M  W I N S  O U T S TA N D I N G 
S T U D E N T  C H A P T E R

The credit for this recognition belongs to all our members, directors, committees, and 
leadership, especially the 2014-2015 officer team: 

Jennifer Wisler Stewart   President

Lindsay Kalberer   Vice President

John Mason Wleczyk   Treasurer

Ritthy Son      Secretary

Assiya Suleimenova   Graduate Representative

With this outstanding team, it is no surprise we brought the Outstanding Student Chapter 
award back to College Station.

TAMU-SPE has a long history with this award. The last time our chapter received Outstanding 
Student Chapter was in 2012, and this is the tenth time we have received it since its inception in 
1995. I would also like to congratulate our branch campus student chapter at Texas A&M Qatar for 
taking home the Outstanding Student Chapter award in the Middle East, North Africa, and India 
region. Aggies are proving their dominance all around the world!

I am extremely proud of our chapter and our achievements this past year. With the changing 
energy market, we stayed on track and finished the year with over 100 events, more than we have 
ever had. We were fortunate to be able to receive sponsorship for all our events, while maintaining 
our “Net Zero” policy to ensure all events were completely funded by our sponsors.

We have a challenging year ahead of us, but I have no doubt that we will adapt to the new 
environment and emerge even stronger. With another great team of dedicated leaders, we will 
continue to build upon our previous successes and continue to show the industry the quality of 
our students here at Texas A&M.

We will be receiving the Outstanding Student Chapter award at the Student Awards Luncheon 
at the SPE ATCE on Tuesday, September 29, 2015.  We hope to see you there!

Howdy! It is with great excitement that I announce that our SPE student 
chapter at Texas A&M has continued our tradition of success as winners  
of the 2015 Outstanding Student Chapter award. This award is the highest 
honor a student chapter can receive, being given to the chapter best  
demonstrating exemplary effort in the areas of industry engagement,  
operations and planning, community involvement, professional development, 
and innovation.

SHAWN GUICE | PRESIDENT  
Texas A&M University SPE Student Chapter
SPE_President@pe.tamu.edu 
spe.tamu.edu

2014-2015 
TAMU-SPE OFFICER TEAM
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DIRECTORY
YOUR GUIDE TO YOUR ORGANIZATION LEADERS
Gulf Coast Section 
2015-2016 Board of Directors 
CHAIR

Ivor Ellul, CiSK Ventures 
713-240-2740 
iellul@ciskventures.com

VICE CHAIR

Deepak Gala, Shell 
281-544-2181    
deepak.gala@shell.com

PAST CHAIR

Jeanne Perdue, Occidental

713-215-7348

jeanne_perdue@oxy.com

SECRETARY

Gabrielle Guerre Morrow, RyderScott

713-750-5431

gabrielle_guerre@ryderscott.com

TREASURER

Alex McCoy, Occidental Oil and Gas
713-366-5653  
alexander_mccoy@oxy.com

VICE TREASURER

David Flores 
281-381-5828    
david_p_flores@yahoo.com

Board Committee Chairs  
CAREER MANAGEMENT

Sunil Lakshminarayanan, Occidental

713-344-1249

sunil_ lakshminarayanan@oxy.com

COMMUNICATIONS 

Subash Kannan, Anadarko 
832-201-4282
Subash.Kannan@anadarko.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Marissa Davis, Baker Hughes 
281-231-3418
marissa.davis@bakerhughes.com

EDUCATION 

Simeon Eburi, Chevron
832-854-3134
simeon.eburi@chevron.com

MEMBERSHIP

David McCalvin, McCalvin Enterprises

281-818-7504

david@mccalvinenterprises.com

PROGRAMS

Fady Chaban
832-387-7249
chabanf@gmail.com

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Jim Sheridan, Baker Hughes – retired

281-740-0913

sherim@operamail.com

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

Carol Piovesan, APO Offshore

281-282-9291

cpiovesan@apooffshore.com

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 

Chiedozie “Dozie” Ekweribe, Chevron 
832- 854-7599  
Dozie@chevron.co

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 2014-2016

Jenny Cronlund, BP 
281-366-8966   
jenny.cronlund@bp.com

Torrance Haggerty, T.R. Consulting

281-714-5472

thaggerty06@gmail.com

Eric Kocian, Exxon Mobil 
832-624-7962  
eric.m.kocian@exxonmobil.com

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 2015-2017

John “J.J.” Jackson, Unimin Corp. 
832-247-0233    
jsjackson@unimin.com 

Alvin Barber, Schlumberger 
713-689-2725    
barber.spe@gmail.com

Mark Fleming, Suntrust Robinson Humphrey
832-603-2305    
Mark.Fleming@SunTrust.com

SPE GULF COAST NORTH 

AMERICA REGIONAL DIRECTOR

J. Roger Hite, Blackhorse Energy 
713-385-5343  
jroger@ix.netcom.com

SECTION MANAGER

Kathy MacLennan, SPE-GCS    
713-457-6813  
kmaclennan@spe.org

SECTION ADMIN

Sharon Harris, SPE-GCS

713-457-6821

sharris@spe.org

Committee Chairs 

AUXILIARY

Nancy Giffhorn

281-360-4631

rgiffhorn@aol.com

AWARDS BANQUET

Jeremy Viscomi,   

Petroleum Technology Transfer Council

785-864-7396 

jviscomi@pttc.org

CASINO NIGHT

Rini Assad, Scientific Drilling

713-447-7478

rini.assad@scientificdrilling.com

ESP WORKSHOP 

Noel Putscher, Newfield

281-674-2871

nputscher@newfield.com

GOLF CO-CHAIRS

Cameron Conway, KB Industries

281-217-0660

cconway@kb-industries.com

Marc Davis, Champions Pipe and Supply

713-248-3956

mdavis@championspipe.com

Robin Smith, Halliburton

713-907-1694

robin.smith@halliburton.com

INTERNSHIPS 

James Curtis, Curtis Energy Consulting

832-795-5134

james@curtisenergyconsulting.com

S P E - G C S  C O N N E C T
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NEWSLETTER 

Lynn Ponder, Frontline Group

281-352-9164

editor@spegcs.org

OILSIM COMPETITION 

Kristin Obenhaus, Frontline Group

281-453-6037

kobenhaus@frontline-group.com

Lindsey Ferrell, Frontline Group

512-913-7112

lferrell@frontline-group.com 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Tanhee Galindo, Nexeo Solutions

832-823-1511

gcs-scholarship@spemail.org

SPONSORSHIP

John Vozniak, McCoy Global

281-513-7774

Jvozniak@mccoyglobal.com

SPORTING CLAYS 

Paul Conover, NOV

713-346-7482

paul.conover@nov.com

TENNIS 

James Jackson, Halliburton

713-366-5704

james.jackson@halliburton.com

WEB TECHNOLOGY 

Shivkumar Patil, Aker Solutions 

713-369-5352 

Shivkumar.Patil@akersolutions.com

Study Group Chairs
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

David Pantoja, Citi A&D Group

713-821-4715

david.pantoja@citi.com 

COMPLETIONS & PRODUCTION 

Jonathan Godwin

713-259-9726

jongodwin@hotmail.com

DIGITAL ENERGY 

Rick Morneau, Morneau Consulting

281-315-9395

rickmorneau@outlook.com

DRILLING 

Ernie Prochaska, NOV Downhole

832-714-3842

ernie.prochaska@nov.com

GENERAL MEETING 
Robert Saucedo, ASHMIN

281-773-4135

rsaucedo@ashmin.com

HSSE AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Angelo Pinheiro, Marathon

713-494-4105

abpinheiro@marathonoil.com

INTERNATIONAL 
Barry Chovantez, East West Petroleum

713-850-9955

bchovanetz@yahoo.com

NORTHSIDE 
Robert Estes, Baker Hughes

713-879-4414

robert.estes@bakerhughes.com

PERMIAN BASIN 

Amy Timmons

281-384-0882

atimmons1114@att.net

PETRO-TECH 

Jessica Morgan, Blackstone Minerals

713-929-1633

jmorgan@blackstoneminerals.com

PROJECTS, FACILITIES, 

CONSTRUCTION

Mark Faucher, TFG, LLC

713-212-9067

mfaucher@all-llc.com

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

Kitty Harvey, Cameron

281-901-3245

Kitty.Harvey@c-a-m.com

RESERVOIR 

Mohammad Tabatabaei, Marathon

713-553-5642

mtabatabaei@marathonoil.com

WATER & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Joe Kilchrist, Consultant

713-302-2727

jkilchrist@sbcglobal.net

WESTSIDE 

Steve Loving, Core Laboratories, LP

713-328-2244

stephen.loving@corelab.com

CONNECT
INFORMATION

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

CHAIR | Lynn Ponder 

editor@spegcs.org

AD SALES | Pat Stone 

starlite1@sbcglobal.net

BOARD LIAISON | Subash Kannan

NEWSLETTER DESIGN | DesignGood Studio 

designgoodstudio.com

SPE HOUSTON OFFICE 

GULF COAST SECTION MANAGER  

Kathy MacLennan | kmaclennan@spe.org

GCS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Sharon Harris | sharris@spe.org

HOURS & LOCATION  

10777 Westheimer Road, Suite 1075 

Houston, Texas 77042 

P 713-779-9595  | F 713-779-4216 

Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

 PHOTO SUBMISSIONS 

We are looking for member photos to feaure  

on the cover of  upcoming issues! Photos must  

be at least 9” by 12” at 300 DPI. Email your  

high resolution picture submissions to:  

editor@spegcs.org

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

To report a change of address contact:  

SPE Member Services Dept. 

P.O. Box 833836 

Richardson, Texas 75083-3836 

1.800.456.6863 | service@spe.org

 CONTACT 

For comments, contributions, or delivery 

problems, contact editor@spegcs.org. 

September, 2015  35 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE 
SPE-GCS NEWSLETTER 

Connect is printed 12 times per year 
and contains premium positions for 
advertisers wanting to reach some 

of the most influential oil & gas 
professionals in the world. 

For information on advertising in this 
newsletter or on the SPE-GCS website, 

please contact: 
Pat Stone, Star-Lite Printing, Inc. 

281-530-9711 / starlite1@sbcglobal.net
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TETRA CS Neptune™ is the clear solution to the oil and gas industry’s quest for a high-density  
solids-free, zinc-free and formate-free completion fluid for  deepwater and complex high-pressure 
wells that require heavy clear brine solutions.

•	 Environmentally accepted zinc-free solution
•	 Zero-discharge system not required
•	 Formulated from renewable products, ensuring continuity of supply
•	 Can be reclaimed for reuse
•	 Requires no special mixing, handling or storage equipment at rigsite
•	 Can be formulated as a low-solids, reservoir drill-in fluid

Discover more about deepwater completion fluids innovations from  TETRA Technologies at the 
2015 Offshore Europe Conference, Stand 1K21.

tetratec.com


